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BISHOP G. E. PATTERSON IS FOURTH PRESIDING BISHOP 


By Larry Britton 


In a very dramatic and tension-filled elec- 
tion, the COGIC delegates wrote a new 
chapter in the churchs storied history. 
Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson, son of the 
renowned COGIC pioneer, the late 
Bishop W. A. Patterson and nephew of 
the First Elected Presiding Bishop of the 
organization, J. O. Patterson, Sr., was 
elected as COGIC'’s fourth Presiding 
Bishop. From the outset of the election 
process, Bishop G. E. Patterson proved 
to be the front-runner. In the voting for 
General Board, the new Presiding Bishop 
led all 30 candidates with 3,471 votes. 
Bishop Charles Blake finished a very 
close second with 3,388 votes. However 
the race for the office of Presiding Bishop 
was a two man race between Bishop C. 
D. Owens and contender Bishop G. E. 
Patterson. The initial run-off among 
four candidates yielded these results: 


Bishop G. E. Patterson 2,105 
* Bishop C. D. Owens 1,739 
* Bishop Charles Blake 709 
* Bishop Roy Winbush — 257 


Because the rule required 50% plus one 
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for any candidate to be declared 
Presiding Bishop, a run-off between the 


two top vote-getters was required. 
BISHOP G. E. PATTERSON 


Th ntest bet the final t di- 
e conte etween e€ tinal tWO Candl Presiding Bishop 


dates began at approximately 4:45 p.m. 
and culminated at approximately 6:15 p.m. when Bishop Patterson prevailed with 2,619 votes (59.8%) to Bishop 
Owens’ 1,786 (40.52%). General Assembly Chairman, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., presented the newly elected 
Presiding Bishop, who was received with a thunderous ovation. However, Bishop G. E. Patterson set a tone of humility 
and reconciliation by immediately suggesting that there needs to be a method by which an outgoing Presiding Bishop 
would be properly honored and recognized: “I want the General Assembly, by the April Call Meeting, to come up with 
a proposal for giving (our former Presiding Bishop) a proper title...and a significant annual stipend.” The delegates were 
overwhelmingly receptive to this gesture. Many were moved to tears... 


The Presiding Bishop then nominated his two immediate assistants: he offered Bishop Charles E. Blake as First Assistant 
Presiding Bishop and Bishop J. Neaul Haynes as the Second Assistant. The General Assembly ratified both of these 
nominations after a proper motion was seconded. To eradicate any possibility of confusion, the Presiding Bishop-Elect 
asked the outgoing General Secretary, Bishop W. W. Hamilton, to present a resolution to officially certify the election 
results. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly-almost unanimously. Bishop G. E. Patterson proceeded to assure 
Mother W. M. Rivers that he would allow her to remain in her role as General Supervisor of the Women’s Department 
and that he would not make any changes in her department. 
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and the 93rd National Convocation, thousands lingered, 
congratulating and celebrating the new leadership of the 
Church of God in Christ. 


THE GENERAL BOARD 
HAS THREE NEW MEMBERS 


There were 30 candidates for the 12 member General 
Board of the Church. Elected on November 14, 2000 
were (number of votes in parentheses): 
Bishop G. E. Patterson ( 
Bishop Charles Blake ( 
Bishop P. A. Brooks ( 
Bishop W. W. Hamilton ( 
Bishop Roy L. H. Winbush ( 
Bishop C. D. Owens (2,918 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes ( 
Bishop Samuel Green ( 
Bishop Leroy Anderson ( 
Bishop George McKinney ( 
Bishop Levi Willis ( 
Bishop Nathaniel Wells ( 


New General Board members are: Bishop W. W. 
Hamilton, of Seaside, CA, who has served as the General 
Secretary of the COGIC since 1988; Bishop George 
McKinney of San Diego, California, a noted scholar and 


author of numerous books; and Bishop Nathaniel Wells of 


Muskegon, Michigan, a nephew of late COGIC legend, 
Bishop Wyoming Wells. Like the other two new Board 
members, Bishop Wells is a very successful pastor and 


prelate of a progressive jurisdiction. 


Candidates for office examined the voting machines before the election 
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Subsequent to the official closing of the General Assembly 


The vote totals for other candidates were: 


* Bishop H. Jenkins Bell ova 
* Bishop Earl Wright 1,480 
* Bishop W. L. Porter 1,453 
* Bishop Jacob Cohen yao 
* Bishop Norman Quick 947 
* Bishop Leroy Woolard Ua2 
* Bishop Cody Marshall 873 
* Bishop C. D. Kinsey Sat 
* Bishop Martin L. Johnson 823 
* Bishop William Bonner 781 
* Bishop David Houston 709 
* Bishop Charlie Green, Jr. 632 
* Bishop Phillip Porter 924 
* Bishop Warren Miller Al2 
* Bishop J. B. Hackworth 368 
* Bishop Leonard Weaver 318 
* Bishop Warren Wilson 214 
* Bishop J. Edward Lee 180 


Sister Myra Banks, Elder T. Jackson, 
Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., and Elder Willie Askew 
awaiting the official tally. 


GENERAL SECRETARY 
The office of General Secretary was pursued by five (5) 
candidates: 
* Elder A. Z. Hall 
* Elder Ronald Blumenberg 
* Bishop Howard Quillen 
* Bishop William Watson 
* Bishop Adrian Williams 


Elder A. Z. Hall, who has served as an administrator for 
three Presiding Bishops, was elected with 2,171 votes. 
Pastor Hall, a Florida native who resides in Memphis, 
serves the Pentecostal Assembly COGIC in Jackson, 


Tennessee. He was the Executive Secretary in the office of 
the Presiding Bishop under Bishops J. O. Patterson, Sr., 
and Louis Henry Ford. He served in Bishop C. D. 
Owens’ administration as the Chief Operating Officer of 
the Church of God in Christ. 


The vote totals for the other four candidates were: 


* Bishop Adrian Williams (Georgia) (990) 
* Bishop William Watson (Texas) (746) 
* Bishop Howard Quillen (Louisiana) (493) 
* Elder Ronald Blumenberg (Illinois) (484) 


THE TRUSTEE BOARD 


The Trustee Board for the Church of God in Christ took 
on a new look after a very interesting election. ‘There were 
29 candidates vying for the 15 seats available. ‘Those elect- 


ed were: 

* Elder Charles Ford (Chicago) (3,249) 
* Superintendent Brandon Porter (Memphis) (ATA) 
* Mrs. Mildred Linzy (Washington, D. C.) (2,744) 
* Mrs. Georgia Macklin (Memphis) (2,568) 
* Elder Dickerson Wells (Memphis) (2,519) 
* Elder Dwight Green (Virginia) (2,518) 
* Bishop C. E. Anderson (North Carolina) (2,470 
* Bishop William Cahoon (New Jersey) (2,385 


* Mrs. Carol Hogan-Williams (Michigan) ( 
* Deacon Walter Jones (Pennsylvania) ( 
* Elder Frank A. White ( 
* Mrs. Frances Sipes-Curtis (2.053 
* Elder Dwight Walls ( 
* Elder Josephus Shepherd ( 
* Elder McClendon Winbush ( 


In uncontested races, incumbent Bishop Samuel Lowe was 
re-elected with 3,648 votes; and (incumbent) Bishop 
Frank White was elected again as Financial Secretary with 


3,613 votes. 


Other important selections included the election of Elder 
Charles Ford as Board of Trustees chairman. Elder 
Brandon Porter and Elder Dwight Walls were elected as 
First Vice Chairman and Second Vice Chairman, respec- 
tively. Pastor Derrick Hutchins was elected as the new 
Chairman of the Pastors and Elders Council. 


The final vote totals for Trustee Board candidates were: 
* Elder William Wright ( ) 
* Elder Marcus Butler ( ) 
* Bishop Elton Lawrence (1,602) 
* Elder Clifton Brown ( ) 
* Elder B. L. Cleveland ( ) 


* Elder Robert Dean ( ) 
* Elder Tanner Perry ( ) 
* Elder Lawrence Wooten (1,286) 
* Elder Logan Westbrooks ( ) 
* Elder Burton Clemmons ( ) 
* Elder Percy Henderson (896) 
* Elder Charles Conner (826) 
* Elder Edward Lucas (785) 
* Elder Eugene Ferrell (765) 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
BISHOP GILBERT E. PATTERSON 


Bishop G. E. Patterson was born September 22, 1939 to Bishop 
and Mrs. W. A. Patterson, Sr. in Humboldt, Tennessee. He has 
been a gospel Minister for over forty years, having accepted his 
calling at age 17. He was ordained as an Elder in the Church 
Of God In Christ in 1957 by Bishop J. S. Bailey in Detroit, 
Michigan. 


Bishop Patterson is a scholar as well as a minister. He attended 
Lemoyne-Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee, Detroit Bible 
Institute and holds an honorary doctorate from Oral Roberts 
University. Bishop Patterson is a contributing writer in the 
Spirit Filled Life Bible (XJV) which was edited by Dr. Jack 
Hayford. 


Bishop Patterson is a pastor. Bishop Patterson founded Temple 
of Deliverance in 1975 and twenty-five years later Temple of 
Deliverance Church Of God In Christ has more than 13,000 
members on roll with more than 6,000 active members. In May 
1999, Bishop Patterson and Temple of Deliverance Church Of 
God In Christ entered their new Worship Center which cost 
approximately 13 million dollars and seats approximately 5000. 
It is one of the fastest growing congregations in the country. 
Because the church has three facilities, it is described as “One 
church in three locations.” During his ministerial career, 
Bishop Patterson has organized 7 churches across the country. 


Bishop Patterson is a visionary. He is the founder/president of 
Bountiful Blessings Ministries which is viewed nationwide and 
internationally on the BET and TBN cable networks and a vari- 
ety of local television stations throughout the country. He is 
the editor and publisher of the Bountiful Blessings Magazine 
with a distribution list of over 100,000 individuals. He is the 
president and general manager of WBBP Radio, a 5000 watt, 
full gospel radio station. He is President of Podium Records, a 
newly formed record label whose first project, Bishop G. E. 
Patterson Presents Rance Allen and the Soul Winners 
Conference Choir, was nominated for a 1999 Grammy Award. 


Bishop Patterson is a churchman. On November 14, 2000 
Bishop G. E. Patterson was elected as Presiding Bishop of the 
Church Of God In Christ, Inc. He is the jurisdictional Prelate 
of Tennessee Fourth Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and a member of 
the General Board of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc. He is 
one of the most sought after speakers in the country. 


Bishop Patterson has been married to his beautiful wife, Louise, 
for 33 Years. 
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Gilbert Earl Patterson was born September 22, 1939 
in the parsonage next door to the Church of God in 
Christ in Humboldt, Tennessee. He is the son of the 
lates Bishop William Archie Patterson, Sr., and Mary 
Louise Patterson. He is the brother of the late Elder 
William Archie Patterson, Jr.; Evangelist Mary Alice 
Patterson Hawkins; Assistant Supervisor Lee Ella 
Patterson Smith; and Evangelist Barbara Patterson 
Davis. 


He was saved in May of 1951 at the age of 11 at Holy 
Temple Church of God in Christ, 1254 Wilson St., 
Memphis, Tennessee where Bishop W. A. Patterson, 
Sr., was Pastor. At that time, a revival was being con- 
ducted by Elder Johnny Brown. 


In May of 1952, the Patterson family moved to 1695 
Chicago Boulevard, in Detroit, Michigan. While in 
Detroit, at age 16, Gilbert Patterson received the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost on Sunday night, 
September 16, 1956 at his father’s church, New 
Jerusalem Church of God in Christ, 7361 Linwood 
Avenue. One month later, the Lord called him into 
the gospel ministry. He preached his first sermon on 
Tuesday night, January 22, 1957. The sermon text 
was Isaiah 59:9; his subject was “We Wait For Light, 
But We Walk In Darkness.” He was licensed by his 
father in March of 1957 and was ordained by Bishop 
J. S. Bailey on August 28, 1958. 


In Detroit, Gilbert Patterson attended and graduated 
from Hutchins Intermediate and Central High 
School. He also attended the Detroit Bible Institute. 


As a teenager, Gilbert worked diligently as a choir 
member, lead singer in the New Jerusalem Ensemble 
and as a part-time national evangelist. While yet a 
teenager, he was privileged to speak in the National 
Holy Convocation of the Church of God in Christ 
and in the International Youth Congress. On two 
occasions, he was privileged to preach in the presence 


of Bishop C. H. Mason. 


In December of 1961, Gilbert Patterson returned to 
Memphis to serve as Co-Pastor of Holy Temple 
Church of God in Christ and to attend Lemoyne 
College. At that time Holy Temple had 80 adult 
members and a few children. 
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THE NEW LEADER OF THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


From December 1961 - June 1964, Holy Temple 
experienced no growth. However, something hap- 
pened in June that turned the church around. Elder 
Gilbert Patterson led the congregation in 3 days and 
nights of total abstinence fasting and prayer. This was 
followed in July with a 30-day tent revival which was 
held two blocks from the church on the corner of 
Wilson and McLemore. During the revival, 55 new 
members were added to the church. From that time 
until the present, God has blessed Gilbert Patterson to 
bring together large crowds. 


In 1965 Elder Gilbert Patterson became known as 
God's young Apostle because of his gift to gather large 
crowds and lead so many to Jesus Christ. At that time 
he was also talking about establishing missions and 
organizing churches. He continued as Co-Pastor of 
Holy ‘Temple and the church experienced tremendous 
growth between July 1964 and December 1974. 


In 1969, following the death of Tennessee Bishop, A. 
B. McEwen, Sr., a rift began in the Patterson family. 
Many of the Pastors of West Tennessee wanted Gilbert 
Patterson's father, Bishop W. A. Patterson, Sr., to 
return from Detroit to full time service in Memphis as 
the Bishop of West Tennessee. Presiding Bishop J. O. 
Patterson refused, using the Catholic Church as his 
example. He felt that the Presiding Bishop of the 
Church of God in Christ should be the Bishop of 
Memphis just as the Pope is Bishop of Rome. 


Gilbert Patterson attempted to champion the cause for 
his father but failed. During the Convocation of 
1974, the General Board supported the Presiding 
Bishop and was preparing to move against Bishop W. 
A. Patterson, Sr., and his son to remove them from 
Holy Temple. In an effort to end the feud and stop 
any further efforts against his father, Gilbert Patterson 
resigned from Holy Temple with an effective date of 
February 23, 1975. In the meantime, Gilbert 
Patterson purchased and remodeled the old Mt. 
Vernon Baptist Church building at 547 Mississippi 
Boulevard. At that location he opened Temple of 
Deliverance, the Cathedral of Bountiful Blessings, 
March 2, 1975. On that day 436 persons became 
members of the church. ‘They came from every 
denomination and religious organization in Memphis. 
The church was too small from the first day, therefore 


In less than 3 years the membership grew to over 2,000. Immediate plans were made to build a larger sanctuary. 
On October 8, 1978, 3 years and 7 months from the opening, Temple of Deliverance entered its new sanctuary. 


At acost of 1.2 million dollars, it was the first church built by blacks in Memphis at a cost of more than a million 
dollars. That point was noted in the December 7, 1978 issue of Jet Magazine. By 1984 the 1,200 seat sanctuary 

could no longer contain the 11:00 a.m. worshippers. After adding chairs in the aisles, the crowd frequently over- 
flowed into the fellowship hall downstairs where the worship could be viewed on a closed circuit T.V. screen. On 

July 5, 1987, Bishop C. D. Owens dedicated the new wing which seated approximately 600. 


In September of 1986, during a telephone conversation with 
his uncle, the Presiding Bishop J. O. Patterson, the Presiding 
Bishop expressed his desire to see his nephew back as an active 
member of the Church of God in Christ. As a result of that 
conversation, Bishop J. O. Patterson. Sr., had Gilbert 
Patterson’s name added to the General Board's agenda during 
the Convocation of 1986. Many of the Board members had 
waited for this day and had often spoken of Gilbert Patterson's _ 
return. Board members such as O. T. Jones, Jr., F D. 
Washington, J. D. Husband, LeRoy Anderson and C. D. ee 
Owens were very ardent in their support. 


The most vocal was Gilbert Patterson's lifelong friend, Bishop 
Chandler D. Owens. He refused to break his friendship with 
Gilbert Patterson although he was frequently under great pres- 
sure to do so. | 


During the November 1986 General Board meeting, the 
General Board voted 11 to 0 to invite Gilbert Patterson to 
come back in the active ministry of the Church of God in 


Christ as a Jurisdictional Bishop with jurisdiction in — . 
Memphis. This meeting was chaired by Bishop L. H. Ford in BISHOP & MRS. G. E. PATTERSON 
the absence of Presiding Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr. This 

action of the General Board in November 1986 was not executed by Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr., until January 29, 


1988 at the Bishop's Conference in Jacksonville, Florida. 


Bishop G. E. Patterson was elected to the General Board in 1992 and again in 1996. After graciously conceding 
the last election for Presiding Bishop that he lost by only one vote, he was elected on November 14, 2000 by more 
than 900 votes. 


TWT 


| 
) 
) 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., pre-informed the General Assembly's 
executive committee about the voting procedure. 
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Dr. Al ial tallies. 
Nine hundred twenty-three (923) female delegates marked their ballots. r. Alonzo Johnson marks the official tallies. 
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NEW LEADERSHIP ELECTED 


By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


The delegates who voted for change in the composition of the organization's leadership witnessed wholesale 
change in personalities and in the control of the various boards. Bishop Patterson won the deciding vote over 
Bishop Owens by a total numerical vote of 2,619 to 1,786. The decisive vote was reminiscent of the vote given 
Bishop Louis Ford in 1990, when he polled 1,660 to Bishop O. T. Jones, Jr.’s, 629 votes. Bishop G. E. 
Patterson is the Presiding Bishop. He asked the assembly to elect by consent, Bishop Charles Blake, as the 
First Assistant Presiding Bishop and Bishop J. N. Haynes as the Second Assistant Presiding Bishop. Later in 
board session, newcomer, 
Bishop W. W. Hamilton, was 
appointed Secretary to the 
General Board. Bishop Roy L. 
H. Winbush,was selected as 
Vice Secretary. 


At another significant level, the 
Board of Trustees met and elect- 
ed its executive officers. New 
‘Trustees Officers have been pre- 
sented to the Church in the 
persons of Elder Charles Ford, 
Chairman; Elder Brandon 
Porter, Vice-Chairman and 
Elder Dickerson L. S. Wells as 
Secretary. The Elder Charles 
Ford received the highest number of votes. It was obvious his election as chairman was the will of God. 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., introduced the newly elected Presiding Bishop to the delegates 


In the general election, the Chicago native 
polled 3,249 votes. Elder Ford has a back- 
_ ground in urban administration and city 
management which makes him a natural 
for the trustee task. 


An interesting historical point is that 
9,495 delegates voted, and this is a new 
‘record. A total of 4,572 were male and 
923 were female delegates. The 93rd 
International Holy Convocation quadren- 
nial election was indeed one for the record 
book. 


Bishop Roy Winbush greets Chairman Ford 
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THE GRANTS PAY OFF 


By Dr. David A. Hall 


Exactly 5,495 delegates swiped their ID cards and entered the General Assembly to vote for the leadership of 
the Church Of God In Christ. That little card represented years of planning. During the Holy Convocation 
the largest delegation ever of voting saints gathered and the process was basically unencumbered. For nearly ten 
years the Church Of God In Christ has been engaged in institutional development and advancement with the 
help of the Lily Endowment. The large vote provided validity to the endowment grants and support for the 
church's organizational growth. As a result of a highly developed computer system and suitable personnel, the 
election went along flawlessly. Bishop Gilbert E. Patterson emerged the clear winner. 


Several people are to be given trib- 
ute for the years of effort. Bishop 
Roy L. H. Winbush paved the way 
with the two sizeable grants he 
developed through the Eli Lily 
Endowment. “Taking our church 
to another level of administration 
and management was the chief pur- 
pose for obtaining the grants, stat- 
ed Bishop Winbush. The grants of 
$335,000.00 and $250,000.00 
were funded to provide technical 
assistance in all areas of institution- 
al advancement. Everything from 
the accounting offices to the clergy 


bureau have benefited by the 
rants. Lh 

pal These grants developed Dr. Jerry Maynard places his ID card into his wallet. 

needed automation and computeri- 

zation of the headquarters offices. Meeting the demands for research and public relations were equally a part of 

the designed goal. Convention services and management will likewise become influenced by the impact of the 


Lily grants. The development earmarked accomplishments made in both the Ford and Owens administrations. 


The massive challenge of registering the largest delegation ever and then conducting an election, helped prove 
the merit of the investment. Certainly, the skills of former General Secretary, Bishop W. W. Hamilton, and his 
staff, utilizing the computers, software and programming enhanced the process. Ms. Lisa Morgan put the 
final touches on the registration system that had been in process - and the ID cards she developed worked 
quickly and flawlessly. Much credit must be given to Elder Willie C. Askew, chair and Sister Myra Banks, co- 
chair of the election committee, for their organization and implementation of the election method. The com- 
bination of the ID card and election system made it possible for Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., to manage the 
record number of people in an orderly and efficient manner during the voting. The new registration card is 
emblematic of future benefits. 
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CONVOCATION 2000 


by Glenda Goodson 


“From its inception at Memphis, Tennessee...the Annual 
Holy Convocation of the Church of God in Christ began 
with seventy-two hours, three days and nights, of fasting 
and prayer in the Temple...Mason as Chief Apostle and 
General Overseer led the prayer.” (Excerpt from Bishop 
C.H. Mason and the Roots of the COGIC by the late 
Bishop Ithiel Clemmons). 


And Bishop Masons spiritual sons and daughters 
continue, to this day, traveling from across the United 
States and more than 56 foreign countries to gather for 
prayer preceding the National Convocation. 


To National Consecration Leader, Superintendent Ron 
Hill, “So much has been said about prayer until many in 
the church have missed the fact that absolutely nothing is 
accomplished unless someone is praying. 
Prayer is to the 

spiritual life as breathing is to the natural 
life.” 


We didnt kid ourselves..... This year’s meet- 
ing seemed to gather under clouds of 
uncertainty, bickering and tension. 
However, by the time the saints entered 
Memphis en masse, the Lord had given 
Superintendent Hill a directive....Have the 
saints consecrate through a twenty-four 
hour prayer vigil. Says Hill, “We held cor- 
porate prayer at noon, 3 p.m., 6 p.m. and 
9 p.m. The Lord led me to pray around the clock for the 
church and the Holy Spirit blessed!” He says it would 
have been a sin for him to “pray that any one person 
would win, because prayer warriors should not have a 
political agenda. We just prayed that God's will would be 
done.” And God gave them a sure word. “The word that 
came out of the vigil was ‘peace’ (which is) one of the pri- 
mary by-products of salvation: Peace with God, the Peace 
of God and Peace with your fellow man.” 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers, International General 
Supervisor of Women, couldn't agree more. [he Women’s 
Department emphasized united intercessory prayer for our 
Convocation.” Stating that the women were concerned 
about the leaders of our church, Mother Rivers said “all of 
them are loved” and she thanked God for Bishop C. D. 
Owens. “I had a peaceful reign serving with Bishop 
Owens. I’ve always honored leadership and tried to steer 


the women in the same direction. In my opinion, this 
was the smoothest election operation I’ve ever witnessed in 
the church and I believe it was the result of the prayers 
and consecration of the saints.” 


Women’s Day during National Holy Convocation was a 
barometer of things to come. The spiritual fervor of tens 
of thousands of praying women, beautifully attired in their 
white, brought a sense of calm to the proceedings. 
Beginning with Evangelist Frances Kelley and the prayer 
warriors, love seemed to permeate throughout the day. In 
fact, from her pre-convention meeting with the Executive 
Women to share their agendas, to Executive Board 
Chairpersons Mother Gertrude Young's meeting, to 
Mother Martha C. Walker's Advisory Board Dinner (a sold 
out success!), prayerful women were found believing God 
for a great Convocation. 


Bishop C. D. Owens preaching at the Pyramid 


Mother Rivers’ official message resonated richly with hope, 
strength, firmness and love. “Basically, I believe this is 
God's church and He is the foundational structure for our 
church. We cannot get away from holiness and maintain 
our standard in the Church of God in Christ. We need to 
cast our cares on the Lord and He'll do the rest.” 


After joining the leaders in the January 2001) Orlando 
Leadership Conference, Mother Rivers is looking forward 
to a great International Women's Convention in 
Birmingham, Alabama. “Birmingham is known as the 
‘Magic City’, but God will work miracles in the ‘Magic 
City. ” (Women: please note - our 2001 International 
Women’s Convention will be held May 7-11, 2000. This 
earlier schedule was necessary to get the best accommoda- 
tions and concessions for the convention.) 
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As we enter the season of celebration, Mother Rivers 
desires that her daughters “be strong in the Lord and con- 
tinue to pursue their God given tasks of building min- 
istry...from the local level to the national level...because 
where there is not a strong, vibrant local ministry, we wont 
have a district ministry. Build from the foundation. 
Naturally, as women, the auxiliaries are foundations for our 
ministries. Fulfill that ministry to the best of your ability.” 


After sixty years in the Church of God in Christ, 
Mother Elizabeth Nash, Assistant General Supervisor, 
knows what it means to pray through. “The meeting 
went well through prayer. We asked God's will to be 
done and His will was done. Bishop Owens did a 
beautiful job and I think Bishop Patterson will do a 
beautiful job, too. ” She states that God blessed the 
convocation and she was especially blessed by Mother 
Rivers “who is doing a beautiful job.” She was also 
spiritually enriched through the Founder's Day and 
communion services. “We're going to move on know- 
ing that the Lord is in control.” 


The gracious octogenarian also knows that one must pray 
so that she can fulfill any ministry committed to her 
hands. She oversees the McGlothen House at 712 Edith 
Street, where the older supervisors and their aides live dur- 
ing Convocation. It was purchased by the Women's 
Department under the leadership of the Fourth General 
Supervisor of Women, Mother Mattie McGlothen. 
Mother Nash says with a laugh, “That is where the joy is!” 
Mother Rivers appointed her as the chairperson of the 
three facilities - two residential and the third houses the 
Women’s Department offices which are open throughout 
the year. 


Annually, the Sunshine Band and Purity Class perform dur- 
ing the Convocation. Once again, Dr. Lytia Howard and 
Mother Thelma Cotton did outstanding jobs presenting the 
talents of the children. 


The year 2000 was a defining moment in the churchs 103 
year history. ‘Tuesday had arrived and the tasks at hand were 
to elect national church officers, including the presiding 
bishop of the Church of God in Christ. 


Bishop Charles Blake expressed he felt the peace that the 
saints earnestly prayed for. “God has been so good to me 
that I felt that I had to offer my service to the highest 
office of the Church,” he explained. In retrospect, Bishop 
Blake said that he is highly honored to serve the church. 
“T cannot feel I did not win. Anytime you occupy a high 
office in the Church, you have won. The Office of 
Presiding Bishop cannot be performed without divine 
assistance,” he says reflectively, “because it is spiritually, 
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mentally, physically, and emotionally taxing.” Bishop 

Blake said he appreciated the kindness of Presiding Bishop 
G.E. Patterson in appointing him as First Assistant. When 
asked about the synergy the two leaders exhibit, with obvi- 
ous respect and fondness, he stated, “Bishop Patterson is a 
dreamer. I am a dreamer. It is my joy to invest in his 

vision for the Church. We have been friends and brothers 
since we met in the late 1950s. We spoke of this time way 


Dr. Vernard Johnson leads the orchestra 


back then.” By Convocation end, Bishop Blake felt the 
atmosphere and the climate of the Church had greatly 
improved. “I suppose I have attended forty or more Holy 
Convocations, and all of them have involved both worship 
and the organizational life of the Church.” Stating that 
this 93rd Annual Holy Convocation was no different in 
that regard, Bishop Blake adds, “What was different was 
the excellence and order which characterized the way we 
handled business this year. We were all impressed by the 
use of sophisticated technology to expedite the process and 
(given that there was a 10-12 hour wait) the behavior of 
the delegates was commendable...there was definitely a 
spirit of unity. | know we are headed for a new level of 
accomplishment and service.” 


At the end of the meeting, the very presence of Presiding 
Bishop G.E. Patterson brought calm, dignity and focus. 
Presiding Bishop Patterson assured Bishop C.D. Owens 
and his supporters that he would be provided the honor 
due a past Presiding Bishop of the Church of God in 
Christ. After appointing Bishop Charles E. Blake as First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop, Bishop Patterson extended the 
olive-branch to Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, requesting that he 
accept the position of Second Assistant Presiding Bishop. 


Evangelist Frances Kelley summed-up the meeting by stat- 
ing, “Whatever the outcome of man-made plans, as long as 
God is in control, we say ‘Yes Lord’ and Amen.” 


Revisiting the Major Ordinances of the Church: 
Water Baptism, Holy Communion And Feet-Washing 


by Kimberly Yvette Wesley 


WATER BAPTISM 
Baptism comes from the Greek 
baptein meaning “to dip’. In the 


Christian church, baptism is per- 
formed with water, usually in the 
name of the Trinity (God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit) or in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Orthodox 
require baptism by total immersion. 


and Baptist churches 
Other churches baptize by pouring 
water (affusion) or by sprinkling water 
(aspersion) : 


Some churches, for example the 
Orthodox and Catholic faiths, regard 
baptism as a sacrament. In most 
Protestant faiths, such as Pentecostal 
or Baptist churches, baptism is regard- 
ed as an ordinance. Sometimes these 
terms are used interchangeably, but 
their meanings are theologically differ- 
ent. A sacrament is “any liturgical 
the Christian 


believed to have been instituted by 


action of church 
Christ and to communicate the grace 
or power of God through the use of 
material objects.” Or, as fourth centu- 
ry theologian St. Augustine put it, a 
sacrament is an “outward and visible 
sign of an inward and spiritual grace.” 
An ordinance is a rite commanded by 
Christ. 


The act of baptism did not just begin 
with the appearance and ministry of 
John the the New 
‘Testament. Jewish law specified the 


Baptist in 


use of water ritual cleansing (Leviticus 
TE AGA Oe Ota!) cee lnemlen@phiet 
Elisha commanded the Syrian com- 
mander Naaman to “dip” himself in 
the Jordan River to be cleansed from 
leprosy (II Kings 5). 


Before the first century AD, converts 
to Judaism were required to bathe or 
baptize themselves as a sign of entering 
the covenant, tebilath gerim. In 
Ezekiel 36:25, the Prophet envisioned 
that Jewish exiles returning home 
would cross the Jordan and be sprin- 
kled with its water to cleanse them- 
selves of sins prior to the establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of God. 


Similar to this tradition, John the 
Baptist urged Jewish converts to 
repent and be baptized in the Jordan 
River for the remission of sins (Mark 
LA) 
Baptist at the beginning of His public 
ministry (Mark 1: 9 - 11). He com- 
manded the disciples to preach, evan- 


Jesus was baptized by John the 


gelize and baptize all nations as a sign 
of the advent of the Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 28:19). 


To some, Christian baptism alone is 
This belief 
divides a number of denominations 
within the Christian faith. Under the 
Apostle Paul, water baptism came to 


for the remission of sins. 


be clearly understood as participation 
in the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ (Romans 6: 3 - 11). 
Baptism symbolizes the believer's 
death to sin and resurrection to a new 
life created in salvation. “It is an act of 
commitment to the Lord Jesus 


Christ.” 


In the early church, water baptism was 


known as “illumination” and was 
regarded as a ‘renunciation of the 
world, the flesh and the devil and as an 
act of joining the community of the 
New Covenant.” Early Christian writ- 
ings note baptism was conducted as a 
simple service, however, by the third 

century, had become an elaborate 


liturgy. In the book, The Apostolic 


Tradition, theologian St. Hippolytus 
describes the rite of baptism as involv- 
ing “a preparatory fast and vigil, a con- 
fession of sins, the renunciation of the 
devil and a washing with water fol- 
lowed by a laying on of hands and an 
anointing with oil.” 


Infant baptism is unique to Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic faiths. 
were baptized following the Jewish 


Infants 


thought that even the youngest chil- 
dren belong to the covenant commu- 
nity. However, because post-bap- 
tismal sins were regarded as unforgiv- 
able (or could be forgiven only once), 
water baptism was delayed as long as 
possible. Between the fourth and sixth 
centuries, the attitude toward post- 
baptismal sin relaxed, due much in 
part to the development of the peni- 
tential system and the increase in the 
fear of dying unbaptized. Hence, the 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic faiths 
began to require infant baptism. 


Protestant churches adopted tradition- 
al views and practices, stressing bap- 
tisms covenantal character more than 
its relation to sin. Protestant churches 
insist on adult baptism or the baptism 
of children who are old enough to 
understand repentance, salvation and 
make a valid confession of faith. 


HOLY COMMUNION 


Holy Communion, also known as the 
Holy Eucharist or Last Supper of 
Christ, is a central ordinance in the 
Christian faith in which bread and 
wine (or substituted elements such as 
wafers, «crackers or grape juice) are 
consecrated by ordained ministers and 
consumed by these ministers and 
members of the congregation in obe- 


TWT 


11 


dience to Jesus’ command at the Last 
Supper “Do this in remembrance of 
me.” Communion symbolizes the 
effects of the union of Christ with His 
faithful believers. Jesus command to 
keep this observance occurs in two 
New Testament accounts, Luke 22: 17 


= 20’and) | Corinthians 11> 23'— 25: 


The doctrine of Holy Communion 
centers around 2 ideas: presence and 
sacrifice. Early church theologians 
tended to accept Jesus’ words given in 
Luke 22: 19 - 20 as explanation of the 
miraculous transformation of the 
bread and wine into the body and 


blood of Christ. 


It is interesting to note that these early 
Holy 
influenced by 


doctrines pertaining to 
Communion were 
scholastic philosophers of the day. For 
example, Aristotle taught that earthly 
things possessed “accidents” (charac- 
teristics such as size, shape, color or 
texture) perceptible to the senses, and 
substance, or essential reality, known 
by the mind. His philosophy under- 
scores the thought behind transub- 
stantiation. In this view, the 
Eucharistic bread and wine are, by the 
power of God, wholly transformed 
into the body and blood of Christ. 
‘Transubstantiation has been the offi- 
cial teaching of the Roman Catholic 
church since the Middle Ages. 

In the 16th Protestant 


reformers offered several alternative 


century, 
doctrines. Martin Luther proposed 
that Jesus Christ is present “in, with 
and under’ the elements, a view 
known as consubstantiation. 


The Swiss Huldreich 
Zwingli, denied any real connection 


reformer, 


between the bread and wine and the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ. He 
did believe that at the celebration of 
the Last Supper, worshippers recall the 
words and deeds of the Lord and 
therefore, the Lord is with them by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. No meta- 
physical change takes place in the ele- 
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The view of Swiss Protestant John 
Calvin occupies middle-ground 
between Luther and Zwingli. Calvin 
believed that Christ is present both 
symbolically and by His spiritual 
power, which is imparted by His body 
in heaven to the souls of believers as 
they partake in Holy Communion. 
Calvin view is known as dynamic 


presence. 


A fourth position is espoused by some 


modern theologians who have 
attempted to recapture the Judaic tra- 
dition of remembering the acts of God 
or anamnesis. By invoking the pres- 
ence of God and by remembering in 
His presence the events by which He 
has delivered them, worshippers live 
those events as present events. In the 
same way, worshippers live the Last 
Supper in the present day as though 
they were a part of the Upper Room 


experience. 


The second idea of the doctrine of 
Holy Communion concerns the sacri- 
ficial character of the ordinance, in 
other words, how it relates to Christ's 
sacrifice on the Holy 
Communion is a means by which 


Cross. 


believers can partake in the sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross and the new 
covenant with God that was initiated 
by that sacrifice. 


Though there are some theological 
differences on this ordinance, it is 
clear that the Lord’s Supper or Holy 
Communion is a participation in the 
emblems of the body and blood of 
Jesus as an expression of faith in Him 
as our Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ is 
present to meet and strengthen His 
people. Preparation includes. self- 
examination, repentance and confes- 
sion. 


FEET-WASHING 


Feet-washing was practiced by the 
early Jews before the earthly birth and 


ministry of Jesus Christ. Feet-washing 
was a necessity. Jews wore sandals and 
traveled dusty roads. When they 
arrived at their destinations, their feet 
were often dirty and musty. It was a 
customary sign of hospitality in 
wealthy homes for the host to provide 
the guest with water to wash his own 
feet or to have a servant do it for him. 
As a special sign of humility or affec- 
tion, the host might wash his guest $ 
feet. In an ordinary home, parents or 
elderly persons washed the feet of chil- 
dren or minors. 


Old ‘Testament 
accounts of feet-washing as an offering 
of hospitality. Abraham offered to 
wash the feet of heavenly visitors at 
Mamre (Genesis 18:4). Lot offered to 
wash the feet of angelic visitors to his 
home in Sodom (Genesis 19:2). 


There are several 


In the New ‘Testament, the ordinance 
was instituted by Jesus Christ to signi- 
fy renewed cleansing, to express will- 
ingness to serve one another in Christ- 
like humility and to unite believers in 
love. In I Timothy 5:9-10, Christian 
widows were to be commended for 
washing the saints feet as well as other 
acts of love, service and hospitality. 


In a study of the New ‘Testament 
emphasis on the feet-washing and its 
spiritual implications, there are three 
occurrences which require examina- 
tion. The first is found in Luke 7: 36 
- 50. Jesus is present in the home of 
Simon the Pharisee when a “sinful” 
woman, most likely a prostitute, 
washes the Lord's feet with her tears, 
wipes them with her hair and anoints 
them with ointment. The woman's 
act was a manifestation of love and 
service and faith. 


As Jesus’ host, Simon should have 
offered to have his guest's feet washed 
or to provide water for Jesus to wash 
His feet, but failed to do so. Simon 
showed indifference and lack of true 
hospitality. His observation of Christ 
receiving attention from the sinful 


woman probably reinforced in his mind that Jesus wasn't 
truly worthy of receiving the customary amenities afforded 
to honored guests. Or, perhaps he thought that by washing 
Christ's feet or having them washed, he might in some way 
have given the impression that Jesus was his equal. Simon’s 
attitude of self-importance and self-righteousness was in 
stark contrast to that of the sinful woman. 


The second occurrence is found in John 12: | - 3 and takes 
place in the home of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the 
dead. Mary showed her love and devotion to Christ by 
anointing His feet with a costly perfumed ointment. The 
expense of the ointment indicated Mary's willingness to 
offer Christ her best in service to Him. Her unselfishness 
and desire to bless God with her best are contrasted with 
Judas Iscariot, who obviously thought that Christ was 
unworthy of the extravagant act and only thought of what 
he might have gained from the sale of the ointment. 


The third occurrence is found in John 13: 4-17. It is from 
this passage that we have come to observe feet-washing as an 
ordinance. Jesus had taken the time to prepare His disciples 
for His death, yet this time found them arguing over who 
would be the greatest (Luke 22: 23 - 27). 


The disciples were not as attentive to Christ as they should 
have been. Had they been guests in someone else's home, 
their feet would have been washed by the host's servant. 
Their shock at Jesus’ act can be understood in terms of how 
feet-washing was viewed in that day. Though a necessity, it 
was considered a degrading task for any servant. It was par- 
ticularly humbling and disgusting for the cleanliness- 
obsessed Jew to “remove sandals and wash filthy, road- 
stenched feet.” 


The disciples missed the spiritual object-lesson Christ 
taught by washing their feet. His act illustrated the desired 
attitude every believer should possess toward his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We note the weaknesses and 
We must 
also remember that we are imperfect. Feet-washing conveys 


trials and imperfections of our fellow believers. 


our sincere desire to serve others and be in close contact 
with them in love and humility. 


There are some interesting notes in this passage. First, the 
fact that Jesus washed the disciples feet after they had 
entered the Upper Room and eaten separated His estab- 
lished rite from the customary act. Henceforth, feet-wash- 
ing would carry a deeper, more significant meaning. 
Second, when a Jew was invited to attend a feast, he would 
normally bathe before going out. Upon reaching the host's 
home, he would only need to wash his feet. ‘Therefore, he 
would be clean all over and could attend the feast joyfully. 


Jesus response in John 13:10 could be taken to indicate that 
in addition to salvation, humble service is required. Finally, 
such an humble act of contrition, could be instrumental in 
inspiring forgiveness, resolving dissension and breaking up 
pride and hard-heartedness. Some authors note that revivals 
have broken out of the contrition begun in old fashioned- 
foot washing services. 


2001 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


ANNUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
January 15 - 19, 2001 
Orlando, Florida 
Contact: (404) 755-4282 


ANNUAL SPRING CALL MEETING 
April 16 - 19, 2001 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Contact: (901) 947-9358 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
May 7 - 11, 2001 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Contact: (901) 775-0600 


AIM 
(Auxiliaries In Ministry) 
July 2 - 7, 2001 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Contact: (888) 882-5196 


BISHOP’S CONFERENCE 
September 18 - 20, 2001 
Chicago, I[Ilinois 
Contact: (708) 757-5080 


INTERNATIONAL HOLY CONVOCATION 
November 6 - 13, 2001 


Memphis, Tennessee 


Contact: (901) 947-9358 
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CNBC CONVENES BLACK CHURCH LEADERS 
TO DEVELOP 21ST CENTURY ACTION PLAN 


CNBC 


The Congress of National Black Churches, Inc. 


Washington, D.C., The Congress of National Black Churches, Inc. (CNBC) convened its Black Church 
Leadership Conference December 6-9, 2000 in Kansas City, Missouri at the Marriott Downtown. The CNBC Black 
Church Leadership Conference annually brings together prominent African American clergy and leaders to strategize 
and create a plan of action that will propel the black community into the next century. The theme of the conference 
was ‘’he Black Church: Closing the Divides.’ The goal of the conference was to marshal the efforts of the Black 
Church to collectively address the social justice, technological, economic, education, and health issues that impact 
and divide the black community. 


Despite many of the hard-fought gains the black community made during the 1900's, as the 21st century begins, 
many in the biack community remain socially and economically vulnerable or disadvantaged. Dr. Wallace S. 
Hartsfield, Sr., CNBC Board Chair notes, “African American youth still lack the skills and education that will 
enable them to be fruitful participants in the technologically driven workplace. They are performing in the lower 
achievement levels on standardized tests and even more of these students are not pursuing post-secondary educa- 
tion.” Hartsfield continued, “These circumstances are exacerbated by the fact that regardless of academic or econom- 
ic pursuits, African Americans remain the targets of law enforcement officials through racial profiling and other judi- 
cial measures. 


Sullivan Robinson, executive director of CNBC stated, “The Black Church must affirm its role and emphasize the 
importance of continuing to chart the path for the Black community.” Robinson continued, “It is our hope that the 
outcome of the conference will be that Black Churches come together and work as a unified collective to build 
stronger spiritual and social lives for our people.” 


Bishop John Hurst Adams, CNBC founder and Chairman Emeritus, and Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson, pastor of 
Grace Baptist Church, Mount Vernon, NY served as chair and co-chair of this historic ecumenical gathering. 
Among the distinguished speakers leading the conference dialogue were: David Satcher, U.S. Surgeon General; 
Former U.N. Ambassador, Andrew Young, President, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA: Earl 
S. Graves, Sr., Chairman, Editor and Publisher, “Black Enterprise Magazine;” Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, Executive 
Director, Black Leadership Forum, Inc.; Charles Ramsey, Chief of Police, Washington, D.C.; The Reverend Al 
Sharpton, social activist; Eleanor V. Horne, Vice President and Corporate Secretary, Educational Testing Service 
(ETS); and Dr. Thomas Boomershine, Professor, United Theological Seminary. 


Founded in 1978 and based in Washington, D.C., CNBC is an ecumenical coalition of eight major historically 
African American denominations: African Methodist Episcopal; African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Christian 
Methodist Episcopal; Church of God in Christ; National Baptist Convention of America, Inc.: National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc.; National Missionary Baptist Convention of America: and Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Inc. Together, these denominations represent 65,000 member churches and a congregation member- 
ship of more than 20 million people. CNBC's mission is to foster Christian unity, charity and fellowship and to col- 


laborate in ministries, which promote justice, wholeness, fulfillment, and affirm the moral and spiritual values of 
faith. 


COGIC representatives at the Kansas City conclave were former CNBC chairman, Bishop R.L.H. Winbush, Elder 
Charles Ford, Elder A.Z. Hall, Dr. David A. Hall and Dr. Robert Franklin. 
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Black Power, Green Power and Holy Ghost Power: 
The Roles of Culture, Money and the Church 


by 
Scott A. Bradley 


Many of us who lived during the 
era of the 1970's are familiar with 
the term “Black Power”. 
coined during the latter days of 
the Civil Rights movement when 


It was 


the direction began to change, a 
change directed towards the mili- 
tant of the younger generations. 
Many people credited the late rev- 
olutionary Stokely Carmichael 
(Kwame Ture) as its originator. It 
mainly consisted of speeches and 
expressions of cultural experience, 
which included similar terms, 
“Black is Beautiful” and “I’m 
Black and Proud!”. The Black 
Power movement did a lot to con- 
sistently define and redefine the 
culture and it brought a lot of 
racial issues to the forefront, but it 
was lacking a key ingredient to 
keep its progress moving. It 
lacked money: no Green Power! 


To its credit, however, the move- 
ment did a lot to revolutionize 
American society. It brought an 
awareness to the injustices towards 
Blacks in America. It also 
brought a cultural awareness to an 
otherwise dormant and shamed 
people as, even among Blacks, cer- 
tain stereotypes especially among 
dark-skinned, were often the 
points of ridicule and negative ref- 
erence. But movement phrases 
like “Black is Beautiful” changed 
the attitude of an oppressed peo- 
ple and helped them take pride in 
their heritage. 


What was interesting to note is 
that the Black Power Movement of 
the 1970's, which was an evolu 


tion of the Civil Rights movement 
of the 1950's and 60's, was that it 
was birthed in the Black church. 
However, once the leadership of 
the movement shifted in the 
1970's from the church leaders to 
the revolutionaries, the movement 
came to a grinding halt. The 
movement was revived once the 
church leaders were incorporated 
with the political leaders. 


Since America’s inception, it has 
had variance in religious style. 
But most were based upon 
European standards. When Blacks 
first began to arrive on slave ships, 
they brought a distinctive style 
and culture with them. Often, 
when the slave-owners tried to 
convert the Africans to their style 
of religion, they did so in an arro- 
gant manner, not taking into 
account that Africans also had a 
distinct style of culture and wor- 
ship. White slave-owners simply 
dismissed this as “pagan ritual”, 
an attitude that remains in the 
minds of some today. 


Cultural awareness has been a part 
of the Black church since the days 
of slavery. The Black church, in 
fact, has preserved the African cul- 
ture more than any other institu- 
tion in America. So prevalent is 
the African influence, that many 
of the religious rituals that made 
the passage are still a part of daily 
worship in the church, such as 
‘shouting’, dancing, glossolalia 
(speaking in tongues), and the tra- 
ditional story-telling manner of 
sermons. 


However, after Emancipation, 
many wanted to get as far away as 
possible from the traditions that 
reminded them of slavery. They 
did not know that these things 
came from the Mother Continent. 
Hence, African-Americans made 
the mistake of misplacing 
Emancipation with assimilation. 
America was not as eager to assim- 
ilate Blacks as Blacks were to inte- 
grate America. Blacks also misun- 
derstood integrating with forsak- 
ing. Forsaking in many cases 
meant forgetting their heritage, 
culture, and even their families as 
a whole generation often didn't 
want to hear about that “old time 
slavery stuff”. Many who had 
such an attitude, however, soon 
found out that such ambitions 
were immediately dashed by the 
reality of racism in America. 


Yet, the church has remained the 
center of African culture and the 
champion of Civil Rights, often 
comparing the plight of African- 
Americans with the chosen people 
of God in the Bible - a compari- 
son very much paralleled. The 
church also was the center of 
fund-raising during the Civil 
Rights movement, often raising 
monies from poor and lower- 
income parishioners. It is estimat- 
ed that the Black church is the 
biggest source of Black dollars in 
America. So big, in fact, that 
there are those who felt it was the 
motivating force in causing White 
Pentecostal Church leaders to bow 
down and wash the feet of Black 
Pentecostal leaders and repent for 
the“sin” of racism”, 
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after their influx of dollars began to fail when many of their high profile tele-evangelists “fell from grace’. 


Some Black church leaders have questioned how sincere the White Pentecostal leaders were in their formal 
efforts at racial reconciliation. The Black leaders have complained that most items on the reconciliation 
agenda have been forgotten. And, except for a few token roles, Black leaders have been largely ignored. 


Black Power. White Power. Green Power. Cultural heritage is important for any race of people. Culture 
should be celebrated and not overlooked. Financial power is also important, for the writer of Ecclesiates tells 
us that “money solveth all things”. However, neither should be promoted to the exclusion of the Power of 
the Holy Ghost! The Holy Ghost empowers us all, regardless of race or socio-economic status. The Power of 
the Holy Ghost provides a common-ground on which all of God’s people may stand. 


Church Of God In Christ 


Book Store 
285 South Main Street * Memphis, TN 38103 


For All Your Church’s Stewardship 


& Educational Materials 


* Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Friday 
* 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Saturday 
(901) 525-4004 * Fax (901) 525-4001 
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RELIGION & ETHICS 


TELEVISION SERIES BREAKS NEW GROUND 
IN REPORTING OF TOP RELIGION AND ETHICS STORIES 


Hailed as “one program that continues to shine in the...world of intelligent religion shows” (America Magazine) 
and “one of the mot thoughtful and satisfying magazine series on the air” (Minneapolis Star Tribune), RELIGION 
& ETHICS TELEVISION SERIES has been breaking ground in news reporting since its national debut on PBS 
in September 1997. Hosted by veteran journalist Bob Abernethy and produced by Thirteen/WNET New York, 
the program covers top stories in religion and ethics news - focusing on important and significant events, contro 
versies, people and __ practices of all religions, all denominations and all expressions of faith. It is distributed to 
PBS stations nationwide on Fridays at 5 p.m. ET (check local listings). 


According to Abernethy, “Religion is an essential part of our lives that deserves careful and discerning attention on 
television. Our task at RELIGION & ETHICS is to inform-to tell the most interesting and timely stories we can 
find to inspire both conversation and debate. we are reporters asking difficult questions about complex issues and 
offering a unique perspective on current events.” 


Through live reports from the show’s studios in Washington, D.C. and taped reports from the field, filed by distin- 
guished correspondents such as Fred De Sam Lazaro, Ruben Martinex, Anisa Mehdi, Betty Rollin, Lucky Severson, 
Judy Valente and Mary Alice Williams, the program offers timely and comprehensive coverage of America’s grow- 
ing religious diversity, spiritual practices and difficult ethical issues, including those raised by new medical technol- 
ogy. Newsmakers, scholars and historians also provide insightful perspectives in roundtable discussions, while spe- 
cial profiles explore the interesting things people are doing because of their beliefs. 


“In today’s world, people are searching in new and varied directions for answers that assume a spiritual dimension 
to what is real,” Abernethy observes. “Our program presents convergence-between a scientific worldview and reli- 
gious faith.” 


Now entering its fourth season on PBS, RELIGION & ETHICS has been recognized for its commitment to out- 
standing news coverage, receiving the prestigious American Women in Radio and Television's Gracie Allen Award, 
the Religious Communicator Council's Wilbur Award, four Excellence in Media Silver Angel Awards, the U.S. 

International Film and Video Festival Award and the National Educational Media Network's Bronze Apple Award. 


To complement the program's weekly broadcast, RELIGION & ETHICS offers a Web companion piece and a 
Viewers Guide. The Web site, featuring advance information about each week’s program including photos, a 
weekly interdenominational calendar, a bulletin board where users may suggest story ideas and an archive listing 
previous segments, may be accessed at www.pbs.org/religion or at www.thirteen.org/religion. The Viewers Guide, 
which includes essays, discussion questions and resources, may be downloaded from the Web site or ordered free of 


charge by writing “Religion & Ethics Guide,” PO. Box 245, Little Falls, NJ 07424-0245. 
Credits: 


RELIGION & ETHICS NEWSWEEKLY is a production of Thirteen/WNET New York. Funding is provided by 
Lily Endowment Inc. with additional support from the Laurance S. Rockefeller Fund. Executive editor and host: 
Bob Abernathy. Executive producer: Arnold O’Connor. Managing editor: Kim Lawton. 


Contact: 
Mary Schultz (202) 216-2394 - msschultz@religionethics.com 
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CHRISTIAN VALUES ON TRIAL 


For nearly a generation, Christians have taken a beating in America’s legal system. From the Supreme Court's 1963 ruling 
that effectively banned public prayer in schools to its landmark Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion, Christians 
have seen society and its laws move sharply away from any basis in biblical principles. 


From the beginning, The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has led the drive to use court rulings to limit Christian 
influence in American public life. 


Where were the Christians while their rights were being taken away? 


For years, they barely showed up for the battle. When the ACLU would file a suit to curb religious freedom or break 
some moral taboo, Christians rarely mounted a competent and effective legal challenge. As a result, we lost. Repeatedly. 


In 1994, that picture began to change. Top evangelical Christian leaders Bill Bright, Larry Burkett, James Dobson, DD; 
James Kennedy, Marlin Maddoux, and Don Wildmon gathered to discuss their grave concerns over the loss of religious 
liberty and slipping moral standards due to negative court precedents over the preceding 30 years. ‘They were convinced 
that if the trend continued, it might actually become illegal for Christians to evangelize and freely exercise their faith in 
America. These leaders determined it was time for their ministries to pool their resources to begin vigorously asserting the 
constitutional rights of Christians. 


The Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) was formed to stand against the ACLU in three critical areas: religious freedom, the 
sanctity of human life, and family values. 


When asked why he supported the concept of ADF, Larry Burkett, president of Christian Financial Concepts, stated, 
“The legal attacks on our religious freedom are escalating at an alarming rate. Through ADF, we can unite, pool 
resources, and help defend our rights.” 


Alan Sears, ADF’s president and general counsel, explains, We werent formed to duplicate the work of any other group. 
ADF’s founders wanted to provide the muscle behind these groups by developing an effective strategy, carefully selecting 
cases that would have the greatest long-term impact, and equipping and supporting the attorneys fighting the frontline 


battles in court.” 


He continues, “Our goal is to establish new legal precedents to reclaim the ground Christians have lost to groups like the 


ACLU.” 


It was a sensible plan. As ADF founder, D. James Kennedy says, “Through ADF’s crucial work, we have a fighting chance 
to preserve America’s true heritage and value system.” 


But in 1994, few expected that ADF would have an immediate and noticeable impact. In fact, the founders anticipated | 
years of painstaking work and some setbacks before being able to slow the ACLU juggernaut, much less stop or reverse it. | 
J 


But that’s not how the story has played out. In fact, ADF’s presence on the legal scene began to be felt almost immediate- 
ly as ADF-backed attorneys became involved in one court victory after another. 


The most notable was the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in the case of Rosenberger v. The University of Virginia. 


Ron Rosenberger was a junior at the University of Virginia. A committed Christian, Rosenberger was concerned that 
none of the 15 student-run publications on campus offered a forum for Christian expression. 


So he and some of his schoolmates decided to publish their own publication, and they applied for student activity funds. 


It seemed only fair because 118 other student groups - 
including Students for Animal Rights, the Lesbian and 
Gay Student Union, and the Muslim Students 
Association-already received school funding. 


Yet Rosenberger’s request for funding was denied because 
his group was Christian. 


When he appealed to the university, Rosenberger was told 
that his magazine “went over the line saying ‘we want peo- 
ple to live as Christians.” It is an interesting double stan- 
dard because another student-funded publication, called 
the Yellow Journal, openly mocked Christianity in its 


pages. 


Rosenberger decided to take his cast to court. A group of 
volunteer lawyers, some of Americas brightest, took his 
case. 


Nonetheless, the judge ruled for the university on the 
grounds that funding the magazine would violate the 
Establishment Clause of the U.S. Constitution. After 
appealing the decision to the U.S. 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the trial court ruling was affirmed. 


Enter ADF. Rosenberger's lawyers applied to the Alliance 
Defense Fund for a grant to appeal the case to the U.S. 


Supreme Court. 


ADF has stringent standards for granting awards and a 


crack team of attorneys who review each case on its merits. 


Grants are only awarded for those cases that have the 
potential to establish an important new legal precedent. 
The Rosenberger case met every criteria. The grant was 
awarded. 


The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear the ADF-funded 
arguments and ruled 5-4 in favor of the Christian stu- 
dents. 


Writing for the majority, Justice Anthony Kennedy rea- 
soned, “Vital First Amendment speech principles are at 
stake here. [We] hold that the regulation invoked to deny 
[student fund] support, both in its terms and in its appli- 
cation to these [Christian students], is a denial of their 
right of free speech guaranteed by the First Amendment.” 


It was a stunning victory that put the ACLU and other 
liberal legal groups on notice: There's a new player on the 
block that can win. 


Alan Sears says, “Rosenberger not only set a precedent 
others could build on in similar cases but also established 
the ADF alliance as a major force in the battle over reli- 


gious liberty and traditional values.” 


Sears, who was a top federal prosecutor with the U.S. 
Department of Justice before joining ADF, knows the 
odds against an upstart legal group having a major nation- 
al impact-much less having the Supreme Court hear cases 
it helps fund. 


“In a typical year, there can be more than 7,000 petitions 
to the U.S. Supreme Court,” Sears explains. “Usually 
fewer than 150 are accepted for full review. ‘That makes 
the odds of having a case heard about 46:1, to say nothing 
of winning.” 


And yet, since 1994, the Alliance Defense Fund has sup- 
ported in various ways 22 Supreme Court cases. 
Remarkable, the court's action in 16 of those cases resulted 
in victories for religious freedom, family values, or the 
sanctity of life. 


At the same time, ADF has been involved in nearly 130 
precedent-setting lower court victories. 


Each of these rulings becomes an important part of case 
law that is used by attorneys in arguing future, similar 
cases. The more positive rulings in the areas of ADF's 
concern, the better. 


“Each new favorable ruling is like a brick,” explains Sears. 
“One by one you put them in place. Over the years we 
hope to erect a wall of precedent that cant easily be 
breached by those who oppose Christian values.” 


It’s the same strategic approach, but with far different 
objectives, used by the ACLU to wall off Christian influ- 
ence from society. For ADF, it’s a strategy that's working. 


But the effect of ADF'’s work is also felt outside the court- 
room. New, hard-won precedents are being use to stop 
the violation of Christians’ rights without resorting to 
costly litigation. 


For example, a group of homosexuals in Florida planned 
to force its way into a parade sponsored by a group of 
Christian ministers. 


The pastors pointed out that the Supreme Court's 9-0 
decision in an ADF-backed case, Hurley v. Irish-American 
Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston, prohibited 
forced speech and expression in the private arena. The 
homosexuals, aware that they would lose in court, backed 
off, and the Christians’ parade went forward undisturbed. 


“Without the Hurley precedent,” says Sears, “those 
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Christians in Florida either would have had to let the 
homosexuals in or cancel their parade. Had that hap- 
pened, homosexual activists would have been emboldened 
to shut down any public gathering of Christians they 
wanted across the country.” 


Despite impressive victories like Rosenberger and Hurley, 
however, Sears is concerned about the future. “There are 
some major threats to the family that arent going away 
soon, says Sears. “In fact, they're likely to get worse. 
We've got a lot of work to do.” 


He refers to efforts by homosexual activists to use the 
courts and legal precedent to redefine the family in their 
pursuit of legalized same sex “marriage” and other special 
privileges. 


“Tf the homosexuals achieve their goals, you and | wont 
recognize America,’ explains Sears. “The homosexual 
agenda affects every of ADF’s mission-religious freedom, 
family values, and the sanctity of life. That's why ADF is 
committed to fighting it tooth and nail.” 


ADF has already funded 42 family redefinition cases and 
held a National Litigation Academy, Defining the 
American Family and Its Legal Future. 


More than 40 Christian attorneys received advanced legal 
training that they can use in the courtroom to defeat 
homosexual activists who want to redefine and destroy the 
family. 


“ADF has proven it has the right strategy to attack this 
problem,” says Sears. “What we need are more financial 
resources to wage a successful fight against the homosexual 
agenda. I hope that as Christians hear about ADF and 
recognize the strategic importance of our work, they will 


give to help us. The future of our country and our free- 
doms as Christians are at stake.” 


Sears pauses before adding,” These battles will be waged in 
the nation’s courts whether or not Christians show up to 
fight. We lost by default for 30 years. Now, with ADF 
on the scene, it is our goal not to let that happen again.” 


ADF was established as a nonprofit organization funded 
entirely by the tax-deductible contributions of people who 
share the vision of ADF’s founders. 


It also established a firm no-debt policy. ADF only finan- 
cially backs new cases and invests in training and strategic 
planning as funds are available. And according to Sears, 
more funds are urgently needed-especially to fight the rap- 
idly escalating homosexual threat in courtrooms across the 
country. 


To make a contribution to the Alliance Defense Fund, 
checks can be sent to ADF, 7819 E. Greenway Road, Suite 
8, Scottsdale, AZ 85260. 


SUPPORT THE VOM 


VOICE OF MISSIONS 


938 Mason Street * Memphis, Tennessee 38126 
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Youth Department 


STRESS CAN REALLY GET ON YOUR NERVES! 


Know a stressed-out kid? Fear not...you can help kids go 
from stress mess to a cool and collected panic mechanic. 


Feeling stressed? Do you dream about getting chased, tak- 
ing a test when you do not know the answers, or standing 
in front of a bunch of people without your clothes on? 
Does the thought of going to school everyday worry you? 
Do you wish for aliens to capture you so you could escape 
from your problems? You are not the only one! Kids 
everywhere are feeling the pressure these days. And, unlike 
the adults around them, kids might not be able to express 
their stress or search out solutions that can help. ‘Trevor 
Romain and Elizabeth Virdick’s new kid-centric book, 
STRESS CAN REALLY GET ON YOUR NERVES! 
($9.95, FREE SPIRIT PUBLISHING) can help kids ages 
8-13 understand what is keeping them up at nights - and 
what to do about it! 


Using light-hearted cartoons, quizzes and everyday exam- 
ples, STRESS CAN REALLY GET ON YOUR NERVES! 
helps kids understand exactly what stress is and how to rec- 
ognize its symptoms. It also offers easy-to-use tips on how 
to cope with stressful situations (tests, busy schedules, fam- 
ily problems) and reduce the stress level in kids’ lives. 


If you think stress is only for hard-working adults, think 
again- and think back. Being a child can be extremely 
stressful. What do kids have to feel stressed out about? 
EVERYTHING from school (there is a test tomorrow; the 
teacher does not like me; | forgot my homework; I do not 
understand this, but I am too afraid to ask a question) and 
friends (I thought she liked me; these jeans are all wrong; 
who should I sit next to at lunch) to family (my mom says 
it is okay but I know she is really disappointed; I will never 
be good enough). 


Today's kids face high expectations on a daily basis from 
their parents, peers, teachers, coaches, other adults - and 
from themselves. Homework and tests can raise anxiety 
levels - cliques and bullies can too-as well as trying to fit in, 
dealing with family dynamics, and balancing a busy day of 
school with a full plate of after-school activities. No won- 


der so many kids feel burnt-out! 


In today’s fast-paced, pressured world, more kids than ever 
are stressed out. But many do not know it - and neither do 
the adults in their lives. Kids do not understand what stress 


is all about, and adults do not want to believe that kids can 
experience stress like adults can. The truth is that respon- 
sibilities, obligations, doubt, and fear of failure can weigh 
just as heavily on small shoulders. 


STRESS CAN REALLY GET ON YOUR NERVES! 
begins with a Stress ‘Test of eleven questions to help kids 
assess their stress level. he book goes on to define stress 
and its many manifestations and discusses the right -and 
wrong - ways of coping. 


What can parents do to help kids deal with stress? 
Start by recognizing that stress is very real for kids - and can 
be a big part of their lives. 


Here Are 8 Tips To Help You 
Help Children Keep Stress At Bay: 


e Provide children with a safe, familiar, and consistent 
environment. 


e Make sure they have a dependable routine. (But do 
not over schedule them with lessons, practices, meetings, 
etc. Let them have some time to just be a kid.) 


e Encourage them to talk openly about feelings and 
problems and listen when they confide their worries or 
fears. 


e Offer affection, never criticism, if they express anxiety. 
e Talk about upcoming changes and challenges in their 
lives- and be aware that new experiences, fear of failure, 


change, and loss can be stressful for kids, too. 


e Give them a chance to make choices, so they have 
some control over their lives. 


¢ Ask yourself if your expectations of them are unrealis- 
tic, leading to increased pressure in their lives. 


¢ Recognize and help build on strengths by involving 


kids in situations or activities where they have a good 
chance of succeeding. 
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by Benita S. Tankard 


What do today’s successful evangelists have in common? 
Whether its healing for damaged emotions or failing 
health, equipping saints for spiritual warfare or an invita- 
tion to prosperity, they have recognized their calling, are 
anointed and have prepared themselves to fulfill their pur- 
pose. Regardless of their critics, these evangelists have 
embraced the great commission to spread the Word to the 
hedges and highways and to compel men and women to 
come to Christ. They have effectively packaged and mar- 
keted their ministries and affected the lives of millions 
through their books, recordings, sermons and Bible study 
material. 


The messages and products that modern day evangelists 
hail are just a different version of the biblical and practical 
solutions offered by Jesus. Marilyn Hickey, the founder 
and president of Marilyn Hickey Ministries, has been 
actively fulfilling her God-given vision of “Covering the 
Earth with the Word” (Isaiah 11:9) for over 30 years as an 
anointed Bible teacher. T. D. Jakes answered his call to be 
a voice for racial harmony, emotional healing, and eco- 
nomic empowerment. Joyce Meyer, a home-maker and 
pastor's wife with a high-school education, overcame the 
challenges of child abuse and damaged emotions to estab- 
lish Life in the Word Ministries. As an international con- 
ference host, teacher and author, Joyce shares her experi- 
ences on how God brought her through to health and 
wholeness. ‘The goal of Creflo Dollar, founder of World 
Changers Church International, is “to teach the Word of 
God with simplicity and understanding so that it may be 
applied to our everyday lives in a practical and effective 
manner, thereby transformed into World Changers...” 
COGIC's own Bishop G., E. Patterson has, over a 30 year 
period, expanded ‘Bountiful Blessings’ from a local and 
regional ministry to a worldwide television audience. 
Marketing genius is the common thread linking their suc- 
cesses as mega-media evangelists. 


Some people question the ethics of marketing and evangel- 
ism. However, “marketing is human activity directed at 
satisfying needs and wants through an exchange process.” 
Marketing actually combines many activities - marketing 
research, product development, distribution, pricing, 
advertising, personal selling and others - designed to sense, 
serve and satisfy consumer needs while meeting the orga- 
nizations goal (Phillip Kotler and Gary Armstrong in 
Principles of Marketing 6th edition), In John 10:10, Jesus 
says, “I came that they might have life and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” Everywhere that Jesus Christ 
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MARKETING AND EVANGELISM? 


traveled, He identified and met physical needs, imparted 
spiritual truth and changed lives. 


Usage of media ministry began in the Bible. The Israelite 
prophets of the Old Testament and the Christians of the 
New ‘Testament communicated the message of the coming 
Messiah and later His saving grace through their oral tra- 
ditions, through their priests, and later through prophetic 
writings. Today, we are able to transmit the message of the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ through a myriad of electronic 
and print media. Like Jesus, we are able to put programs 
in place to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and then 
empower them to live productive and prosperous lives. 


A successful evangelistic ministry is obtainable to those 
who are willing to establish and work their marketing 
plan. Evangelist Marilyn Hickey began her ministry with 
a simple Bible study which blossomed into 22 study 
groups and later a successful national and international 
ministry. The Bible study groups raised the $60 per 
month it cost for her first five-minute, weekday radio pro- 
gram. Eventually the program expanded to 15 minutes a 
day and soon Evangelist Hickey began taping a weekly tel- 
evision program, as well. 


The success of these marketing savvy evangelists can be 
attributed to the following: 


1. They have identified their calling, mapped out their 
vision, defined their mission and packaged their message. 


2. [hey have spent countless years in preparation for the 
ministry through focusing on their own personal growth 
through prayer and systematic study of God's word and a 
body of knowledge that helped them understand the 
nature of man. They sought practical answers to the 
needs of their target audience, 


3. They started their ministries in the communities 
where they lived, grew to understand their audience and 
perfected their ministry into a tangible well-packaged 
product that produces income to support, sustain and 
grow their ministries. These evangelists have all written 
numerous books and produce radio, audio and video 
series for purchase by followers. 


4. When ready, they have used radio, television, print, 
the internet and other media to expand their ministry to 
reach the masses. 


ie. Joe spite of criticism, they have maintained the 
integrity of their ministries, positioned themselves as 
credible teachers and preachers, and demonstrated the 
effectiveness of their ministry at changing lives. Their 
gifts continue to open doors for them. 


6. These evangelists have institutionalized their min- 
istries by establishing non-profit entities to meet grass 
roots needs of food, clothing, shelter, education and eco- 
nomic empowerment for target groups. They have also 
provided stable income for themselves and others work 
ing in their ministries. Their work is exemplary of how 
Jesus met needs and changed lives. 


7. These evangelists have identified and established min- 
istries to satisfy the needs for members of their churches, 
i.e., business networks, children’s ministries, home 
fellowships, and ministries focusing on prisons, married 
couples, singles, substance abuse, transportation and 
soul-winning. 


Whatever the goal for your ministry, you will need to 
answer the following questions in creating your marketing 
plan: 


¢ What are you called to do? What is unique about your 
ministry? 

¢ What is the breadth and depth of your ministry? 

¢ What training and experiences have you had that might 
help someone else? 

¢ Who is (are) your target audience(s)? 

¢ What programs will you develop to meet the needs of 
your target audience(s)? 

¢ What message do you want to communicate to your 
audience? 

¢ What media will you use to communicate with your tar- 
get audience? 

° How will you package and distribute your product 
(books, tapes, etc.) and services to your customers? Will 
you use the internet or can your product be purchased 
directly from television? At what cost? 

¢ What elements will you have to compete with and what 
partnership will you have to forge in bringing your min- 
istry to your target audience? 


Once God has given you direction and anointed you for 
the task at hand, it’s up to you to step out in faith, to 
grasp the vision, and to understand and work the market- 
ing plan. MARKETING and EVANGELISM go hand in 
hand. Marketing's purpose is to bring need satisfying serv- 
ices and products to the target audience. MARKETING 
and EVANGELISM provide practical answers to life ques- 


tions and help people decipher life-changing truths. 
Marketing allows ministries to grow and thrive. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


PUBLISHING 
HOUSE 


The Lord gave the word: 
great was the company 
of those that published it. Psalm 68:11 


IS OWNED 
BY THE CHURCH 


AND YOU ARE THE CHURCH 


MAILING ADDRESS 
291 HERNANDO STREET 
P.O. BOX 2017 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38101 


(901) 947-9342 
(901) 947-9343 
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Literature is filled with empirical evidence strongly sup- 
porting the importance of role models in the lives of 
youth. Youth need and look-up to adults and other youth 
for inspiration, direction, motivation and guidance. 


There is one area of parental involvement critical to spiri- 
tual development of youth - Sunday School attendance. 
Research reveals: 


¢ When both parents attend Sunday School, 72% of chil- 
dren attend when they become adults. 


¢ When the father only attends Sunday School, 55% of 
children attend when they reach adulthood. 


¢ When the mother only attends Sunday School, 15% of 
children attend when they reach adulthood. 


¢ When neither parent attends, only 6% of children will 
be faithful to Sunday School as adults. 


There are several ways to make your child’s Sunday School 
experience, in particular, and church experience, in general 
more meaningful. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 
THE IMPORTANCE OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 


° Be involved in all children’s ministry programs. 
¢ Bring your child to Sunday School regularly. 


e Attend Sunday School while your child is in Sunday 
School, then attend Worship services together. 


e Be supportive of and encourage the volunteers who 
teach your child. 


¢ Finally, make your child's experiences more meaningful 
by worshipping together in your home. 


Parents, what do you desire for your children? Do you 
want them to pattern their lives and their behavior after 
athletes, entertainers and others, many of whom are poor 


role-models? Or, do you want them to grow into faithful, 


fruitful men and women who serve the Lord? Your faith- 
ful participation in Sunday School is crucial in determin- 
ing the path your children will follow in adulthood. 


ATTENTION WHOLE TRUTH SUBSCRIBERS: 


Please send your renewal requests to 
COGIC Publishing House 
The Whole Truth Magazine 
291 Hernando Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38126 
(901) 947-9342 


If you subscribed or renewed within the last year and have received your 4 editions of 
the magazine, it is time to renew. Over the last two years, the publications department 
has attempted to honor all subscribers who were not serviced. Thanks for your patience 


and loyalty. 
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INTERNATIONAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 


Reflections 


by Evangelist Lu Vonnia Whittley 


Standing on the edge of an unprecedented explosion of church music all over the 
world, the Church of God in Christ INTERNATIONAL MUSIC DEPART 
MENT reflects, reviews, projects and directs its focus to developing stronger identi- 
fication and implementation of true and effective music ministry, and to broadening 
| communication and relationship among its workers and available resources. 


REFLECTIONS 


SMI RATIEIIES 

The INTERNATIONAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT successfully partnered with the 
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DEPARTMENT in implementing the MY VISION 
_ of International Youth President J. Drew Sheard, with 8 powerpacked REGIONAL 
MY RALLIES, held January-June, 2000 in regions across the United States. The 

- INTERNATIONAL MUSIC DEPARTMENT paralleled outstanding youth 
instructional and motivational programs with four well attended major forums 
designed to inspire and empower COGIC music ministers: LEADERSHIP, 


SINGERS, MUSICIANS and PRAISE AND WORSHIP FORUMS. 


AIM 2000: 


WITH ANOINTED AND EMBRACING VICE-PRESIDENTS, A SUPPORTING EXECUTIVE STAFF (MYRA 
BANKS, CHAIRPERSON), A STRONG TEAM OF STATE MINISTERS OF MUSIC (EDITH LEWIS, COORDI- 
NATOR) ESPECIALLY FROM THE HOSTING STATE OF TEXAS (SANDRA WALKER, COORDINATOR) THE 
AIM 2000 MUSIC AND YOUTH CONVENTION was an overwhelming success. Powerful impact was felt from the 
“Pre-Musical Extravaganza” (Vice-President Bettye Nelson, Coordinator) to “Early Morning Instruction’ (Vice-President 
Iris Stevenson, Dean), to the culminating and explosive “Song is Born” (Vice-President, Dorinda Clark-Cole, 
Coordinator), and anointed singers from everywhere. Warmly embraced by our former Presiding Bishop Chandler 
Owens, General Board Members, General Supervisor Mother Willie Mae Rivers, and a score of Jurisdictional Bishops and 
elect women, thousands were blessed and inspired to greater music ministry. 
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HEADQUARTERS JURISDICTION 


SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE HAILED A SUCCESS 


By Pat Stansberry 


Memphis, I'N - The 
Headquarters Jurisdiction schol- 
arship campaign was hailed a 
success during a VIP reception 
held at the National Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis, 
‘Tennessee. The event, hosted by 
the jurisdictional Business and 
Professional Women’s Federation 
(B&¢PWE), drew more than 100 
attendees and pledges of more 
than $14,000. 

“This is truly a worthwhile 
event, said Bishop J. O. 
Patterson, Jr. “Let me reiterate 
as I have done so on several 
occasions, we need to support 
our youth...it is just as easy to 
give funds for the scholastic sup- 
port of our youth as it is to do 
many of the other things we 
involve ourselves with.” 

Bishop Patterson further empha- 
sized the importance of the loca- 
tion of the reception and 
reminded those in attendance to 
remember their roots. Staff at 
the National Civil Rights 
Museum (located in the former 
Lorraine Motel, where Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated on April 4, 1968) 
gave those in attendance an 
impressive tour and reminded us 
of the “misery” our forefathers 
withstood. 

“This is a job well done. Our 
youth need our support and I’m 
one hundred percent behind 
quality education,” stated 
Mother Geraldine E. Miller as 
she gave a $1,000 
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pledge.Scholarships are awarded 
without regard to race, creed, 
color, sex, national or ethnic ori- 
gin, or the physically challenged. 
A screening committee for the 
foundation, spearheaded by 


Mother Geraldine E. Miller and the Business and Professional Women’s 


Business and Professional 


Womens Federation, the Greater 
Harvest B&PWE, Dr. David 
Hall, The Temple COGIC, 
Supt. L. M. Haley and the New 
Jerusalem Temple Moscow 


i 


Federation (B&PWF), of The Headquarters Jurisdiction. 


Missionary Jacqueline Wooten, 
considers the student's academic, 
leadership, character, and per- 
sonal achievement, and assign 
points to each category. The 
scholarship averages $500 to 
$1,000. 

Students receiving scholarships 
this year were: Elder Brandon 
Washington, Ms. April Polk, 
Ms. Marian Thomas, Elder 
Erasmus G. Williams, Ms. 
‘Taffany Bradly, and Ms. Catrina 
Mason. 

Major donors to the fund were: 
Bishop J. O. Patterson, Jr., 
Mother Geraldine E. Miller, 
Missionary Bobbie Macklin, 
Supt. Dickerson L. S. Wells, 
Supt. Leroy Jones, Missionary 
Patricia Stansberry, jurisdictional 


COGIC, Pentecostal Temple 
COGIC Spice lucker 
Supt. R. L. Williams and the 
Williams Temple COGIC, Supt. 
Moses Epps, Supt. W. J. Hollins, 
Administrative Assistant L. T. 
Frye, Missionary Yvonne 
Williams and the Prison 
Ministry, Supt. C. Hamilton, 
Elder Willie Irons, and many 
anonymous donors. 

Hats off to the Pentecostal 
District Business and 
Professional Womens Federation 
for their outstanding special 
contribution to the fund. Ms. 
Jerrine Simmons is president!!! 
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California Northwest Jurisdiction 
Business and Professional Women's Federation 
Church of God in Christ, Inc. 


Saturday and Sunday 


April 21-22, 2001 


Theme: Maximizing Our Professions in Ministry 


Psalm 18:28, St. John 14:12-14 and others 


Saturday: 


Business & Professional Women’s 
Fourteenth Annual Conference 


e Uniform Both Days 


e Men are invited 


e Hotel Accommodation 
Available 


President’s Fellowship Breakfast 9:30 A.M.- 11:45 A.M. 


Donation: $10.00 


Theme Discussion Seminar 12 Noon -2:30 P.M. 
Release gifts, commitment, availability, accountability, 
Preparedness, investments, prayer, networking, creativity 
Missionary Floyd Gilmore, Moderator 


7:00 P.M. Worship Service — 


Missionary Victorene Houston, Speaker 


Sunday — Official Day 4:00 P.M. 
Missionary Emma Clark or Guest, Speaker 


Missionary Emma J. Clark, President 
Missionary Bernice Burton, Vice-President 
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Mother Mary M. Welch, Jurisdictional Supervisor 
Bishop W.W. Hamilton, Jurisdictional Prelate 


EVERYONE IS INVITED 


“Tt takes a real woman to live for God and living for God will 
make a real woman: Put your profession to work for God.” 


e How to Succeed in Business 


Information Sharing 


e National President in 


Attendance 


e THE LORD WILL MEET US 


4 
Be Blessed 


McGlothen Temple 
Church of God in Christ 
1443 Filbert Street Richmond, CA 
Administrative Assistant J. Jennings, Host Pastor 
(510) 232-2055 


RSVP Breakfast - April 9, 2001 


For Information or Directions Contact: 
Emma J. Clark, President 

5821 Highland Avenue 

Richmond, CA 94804-5013 

(510) 529-0369 Fax (510) 529-2551 
emmaclark@citycom.com 


& 


Theme: THE NIGHT COMETH: CHAOS OR COMMUNITY 
I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work, 
St. John 9:4 


Missionary Emma Clark, Business and Professional Women’s Class Leader 
California Northwest Women’s Union Meeting 
Saturday, March 3, 2001 


Reading of theme scripture(s) 

Meaning of Class Title -Chaos or Community q 
Theme Overview — Spiritual and Natural 

Questions and Answers 

Class Offering 

Selection of Person to Give Class Overview 


f 
oe 
3. 
4. 
oe 
6. 


REFERENCE SCRIPTURES: 
Christ’s work was defined as doing God’s will (John 4:34), limited in time (John 9:4), Incomparable John 
15:24), inwrought by God (John 14:10), and finished in the cross (John 15:24). 


Important facts concerning Night — the time of darkness: 
Made by God (Psalm 104:20), Established by God’s covenant (Genesis 8:22), displays God’s glory (Psalm 19:2), 
designed for rest (Psalm 104:23), none in heaven (Zechariah 14:7), and Lord’s return (Mark 13:35). 


Characteristics of Christian Work or Labor 


—Wrought by God — John 3:21 Not forget — Hebrew 6:10 | 
Designed for God’s glory — Matthew 5:12 Accepted by few — Matthew 9:37,38 
Divinely designated — Acts 13:2 Working with God — I Corinthians 3:9 
Brings eventual glory - 2 Corinthians 4:17 By God’s grace — | Corinthians 15:10 
Subject to testing — Galatians 6:4 Result of faith 1 Timothy 4:10 
Final perfection in — Hebrew 13:21 Characterized by love — | Thessalonians 1:3 
Commissioned by Christ — John 4:38 | Done in prayer — Colossians 4:12 

Subject to discouragement —Is. 49:4; Gal. 4:11 

God’s Reward for Good Work — Interrupted by Satan - 1 Thessalonians 3:5 
Reward - Jeremiah 31:16 ae . 

Complete — Philippians 1:6 God’s Reward for Good Work — 


Reward - Jeremiah 31:16 
Complete — Philippians 1:6 
Not forget — Hebrew 6:10 
References: 


Holy Bible 


A Family Guide to Estate Planning, Funeral Arrangements, and Settling an Estate After Death by Theodore 
E. Hughes and David Klein 


The Executor’s Handbook by Theodore E. Hughes and David Klein 


What Every Husband and Wife should know before It’s too Late: A sensitive and practical guide to legal, 
financial and emotional aspects before and after widowhood by Alvin B. Baranov 


Nolo’s Self-Help Books - Will Book. Living Trusts. Living Wills. How to Probate Estate. etc. 


TODAY'S PASTOR: 
WHY STAY IN MINISTRY? 


by John C. LaRue, Jr. 


Would pastors choose the same career if they had the opportunity to begin again? Do pastors feel that they have been 
generally effective in their ministries? Do pastors view ministry in a better light than when they first started? 


Reasons for Staying in Ministry 
Nearly nine out of ten pastors (86%) would choose a ministry 


career if they had to do it all over again. Only 4 percent say they 
would not enter ministry if given a second chance. Another 10 


percent are undecided. 


A network of personal support has helped 84 percent in their min- 


istry. For the majority of pastors, (63%), their top supporter is 


their spouse. Over 4 out of 10 say another source of support for 


them in the ministry has been a close friend with whom they can 


confide. One-fourth have had a mentor to help guide them. And 


one-fourth have had an affirming and supportive board to assist 


them. 


Pastors are positive about their effectiveness in ministry. Seven out 


of ten view themselves as “effective” (30 percent) or “mostly effec- 


” 


tive” (41 percent) in ministry. Another three out of ten give them- 


selves an average rating (28 percent). Only one percent feel ineffec- 


tive. 


The primary reason why pastors go into ministry - and continue to 
stay - is because they sense a calling from God (56 percent). The 
other top three reasons are preaching (27 percent), pastoral care (20 


percent) and sermon preparation (14 percent). 


MINISTRY NOW vs. ‘THEN 


When asked if pastors have changed as an individual because of 
ministry, over nine out of ten (93 percent) said they have grown 
and matured in faith. A small but significant group (4 percent) 
have become disillusioned as a result of being in the ministry. 


Over nine out of ten pastors (92 percent) feel more confident serving in the ministry now than when they first began. 
However, eight percent feel less confident now than at the start of their ministry. In nine out of ten specific areas, the 
typical pastor feels more positive about the ministry now than when he or she first started. 


Reprinted by Permission 
Copyright (c) 1997 by the author of Christianity Today, Inc./Your Church Magazine. January/February 1996. 
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From the Minister's Study: 


The Power of the Spoken Word 


(Part 1 of a 2 part series) 
by Larry Britton 


When my children were younger, in 
order to abate the blows from what 
someone said to them or about them, 
I would say: “Remember: sticks and 
stones may break your bones but 
words can never hurt you! They 
never agreed with that! (Neither did 
their mother, although she would not 
express that in their defense.) From 
the standpoint of biblical principle, 
the word of God does not agree with 
that concept, either. (Of course my 
kids had no idea the word of God 
agreed with their opinion!) 

However, my premise was that words 
dont have to hurt us: that we should 
not allow them to hurt us! We have 
the power and authority to accept or 
reject what is spoken over us or to us! 


If someone tells me that I’m a no 
good low life, | can decide whether I 
will believe and embrace it as truth! 
Many kids live their lives rehearsing 
what their parents, teachers and 
friends told them about themselves. 
Unfortunately most of us do not 
have enough knowledge of the word 
of God to counteract what people 
tell us ‘about’ us. Furthermore, we 
do not seem to have what it takes to 
refute what Satan tells us about our- 
selves or our situations. Satan is a 
liar! (Now that’s the truth, because 
the word of God says he’s a liar and 
the father of lies!!) When faced with 
what people say and think about 
you, the best way to disallow it hurt- 
ing or effecting you, is to know the 
word of God well enough to deter- 
mine if it agrees with what the 
offender is saying. If the word does- 
nt agree, simply respond by saying, 


“The word of God doesnt agree with 
that.” The word does not say |am a 
no good low-life!! (That's how I keep 
words from hurting!) 


Words are powerful, dont get me 
wrong!! Words can embarrass; words 
can stun; they can catch you off 
guard; or surprise you! They can 
anger you, make you laugh or make 
you cry!! They can stir up old feel- 
ings or create new ones!! ‘They can 
bring back old memories, good or 
bad! The words, the lyrics of a song, 
can stir something deep within your 
very soul - and motivate you to say, 
“T believe I'll run on and see what 
the end is going to be.” Words can 
also discourage and cause you to 
think, “it’s no use and I| can’t make 
it!” Words, whether spoken or in 
lyrics, can lift you or let you down. 
That is why what we watch on televi- 
sion or at the movies is important! 
What we listen to on the radio or on 
our compact disks or cassette tapes is 
critical. I try at all times to bombard 
my spirit with wholesome words. In 
the car, | put my gospel tapes on or 
turn on a word-centered radio sta- 
tion. 


How powerful is the spoken word? 
Proverbs 6:2 says “...you are snared 
with the words of your mouth, thou 
art taken with the words of your 
mouth.” Remember: “What you 
say, is what you get!!” Does that tell 
you anything? It reminds me that | 
must be careful about what I say. 
Although this passage (Proverbs 6:2) 
is written in the context of warning 
us about entering into agreement, 
“by” our words, with someone we 
hardly know, Jesus confirms the truth 
of this passage even when it is lifted 


from its context. In Matthew 12:37, 
Jesus says, “For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned! ‘Tell your- 
self, “I should not blame anyone for 
any situation in which I| find myself. 
I may not have gotten myself into 
this situation - but by ‘my words | 
will either stay bound or get deliv- 
ered!” 


I MUST REMEMBER: 
WHAT I SAY IS WHAT I GET 


How powerful are our words? Let’s 
look at Matthew 12:31 and 32. 
These are the words of Jesus. Verse 
31: “Wherefore I say unto you all 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men, but the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost shall 
not be forgiven unto men.” Verse 
32: “For whosoever speaketh a word 
against the son of man, it shall be 
forgiven him, but whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world or the world to 
come.» 


MAKE THIS DECLARATION: 
MY WORDS 
DETERMINE MY DESTINY! 


In the above mentioned passage, 
Jesus is addressing the Pharisees. 
They had blasphemed or slandered 
the Holy Ghost by asserting that 
what Jesus did through the power of 
the Holy Ghost was of Satan. We 
call blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost the unpardonable sin. It is 
important for us to recognize the 
sacredness of God's Spirit! The Holy 
Ghost is not to be taken lightly! We 
must ‘know’ this and teach our chil- 


dren so they will not lose the favor of God! The Pharisees 

deliberately rejected Jesus and insulted the Holy Ghost 

and committed the unpardonable sin with their words. 

With their words!! Verse 33: “Either make the tree good SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING 
and his fruit good or else make the tree corrupt and his 

fruit corrupt - for the tree is known by its fruit. Verse 34: 

“O generation of vipers how can ye, being evil, speak 


good things: For out of the abundance of the heart, the CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
mouth speaketh. ” 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
I often share with the congregation | serve that negative 291 HERNANDO STREET 


thoughts lead to negative words and negative words lead 


Memphis, Tennessee 38126 
(901) 947-9342 or 947-9343 


to negative action. If we encounter persons whose actions 
; and words and attitudes are usually negative, we can be 
assured their hearts are not right! Jesus let them know 


that their hearts were corrupt! That is why the fruit of The Lord gave the word: 
their lips was corrupt! Their blasphemy was not just an great was the company 
accidental slip of the tongue; it was the product of who of those that published it. Psalm 68:11 


they really were and how they really felt!! The irony about 
many people who recognize negativity in others is they 
allow other folks’ negativity to make them negative, bitter 
and sarcastic!! This, too, is inexcusable, because it says 
something about the character of the person addressing 
the negativity. Verse 35 of Matthew 12 says “ A good man 
out of the good treasures of the heart bringeth forth good 
things - and an evil man out of the evil treasures bringeth 
forth evil things.” In other words, a good, positive-mind- 
ed believer expresses, through his words, the rich treasures 
that are within him/her! The positive-minded believer is 
‘positive-mouthed.’ He or she ‘thinks’ and speaks the best 
about others; about their circumstances; about their con- 
cerns. I often challenge those who are exposed to nega- 
tive people at home or at work to keep their (own) con- 
versations positive! It will either change them (those who 
are negative) or chase them! There is power in the spoken 
word! 


YOUR WORDS CAN DETERMINE 
YOUR DESTINY AND YOUR ETERNITY 


Your words can also change your environment. 


Remember: Speaking positive words to a negative person CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


or negative situation will either change them (the negative BO OK STO RE 


person) or chase them! Either way, the results are great! 


Matthew 12:36 says, “For I say unto you, that every idle 285 South Main Street 
word that men shall speak, they shall give an account Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
thereof in the day of judgement.” ‘The power of the spo- (901) 525-4004 

ken word is indeed confirmed in this statement. Fax (901) 525-4001 


This arrticle is an excerpt from The Power of the Spoken 
Word by Larry G. Britton (copyright 1999). 
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CARRY THE FIRE 


by Steve Simms 


Two Scenarios 


(1) 

A group of people leave their individual homes on a 
cold night. Each one is carrying a fire pot full of red 
hot coals. They gather around a large empty fire pit 
and together dump their hot coals into the pit. What 
happens? The coals burst into glorious, dancing 
flames, leaping for the heavens. 


(2) 

Another group of people leave their individual homes 
on the same cold night. Each one is carrying a fire pot 
full of charcoal, wood, coal, and other combustible 
material. They gather around a large empty fire pit 
and together dump their combustible materials into 
that. What happens? A cloud of dust fills the air. 


Where would you rather be--with group 1 or with 
group 2? I want to be with group 1! I want to carry a 
fire for God and meet regularly with others who carry a 
blazing fire within them. I want to see the flames of 
glory dance; to be engulfed by the flow of His warmth; 
to behold His blazing light--not just in Heaven when I 
die, but here in this fallen world. Here in weakness, 
failure and frustration, disappointment. Here amid 
injustice and hatred. Here in a world laden with evil 
and sin. 


Jesus came to such a world as this. And He didn’t fix 
the world. Instead, He gathered some kindling--some 
disciples--men and women who were common, ordi- 
nary, weak--most of whom hid as He was crucified. 
Fven after His resurrection they were timid and con- 
fused. As He left them He told them to wait for His 
power. 


So 120 people with their fire pots full of combustible 
materials, dumped their pots in a pit and waited in the 
upper room. Days went by, but they waited. Not 
much is said about their days of waiting. All we are 
told is that “they joined together constantly in prayer.” 
Oh yes, and they also had a lottery to pick a replace- 
ment for Judas. Still, they waited. 


Then in an instant, when they were all together and in 


one place, fire fell. 
And those timid 
believers ran out 
on the streets 
praising and glori- 
fying God. Three 
thousand got saved 
that day. And the 
Lord added to 
their number 


daily, those who 


waa SUSE Pastor, Steve Simms 

No one has ever 

developed a better church growth program. There is 
no other spiritual lighter fluid! Programs, tradition, 
ritual, shouting, giving, crying, music -- these won't 
light God's fire. Only God ignites a human soul with 
His passion and fire. 


Oh Lord, send the fire again! The roaring fire! Some 
people have carried God's fire at different times in his- 
tory. Bishop Mason and the fathers and mothers of the 
COGIC had the fire. And many of us today have fire, 
but perhaps we've allowed it to die down. Or maybe 
we ve forgotten to add good fuel and our fire has 
stopped growing! Is it enough for us to be a pilot 
light, or a camp fire, when God wants us to be the 
blazes of His glory? 


Is there a raging roaring fire in your fire pot, your 
earthen vessel? Or are you just carrying around com- 
bustible material, hoping your fire will be lit by a ser- 
mon, a revival, a conference? We've got to carry the 
Holy Ghost fire! It’s cold outside. People are spiritual- 
ly freezing. Only the fire of God can warm them up. 


(Elder Steve Simms is the pastor of a new church, 

God’ Glory & Grace, Church of God in Christ, in 
Franklin, Tennessee. He is an evangelist, a professional 
speaker, and the author of two books. Contact him at 
stsimms@hotmail.com or (615) 371-8100.) 


Book Review by Elder Quintin Robertson 


This is the Church of God in Christ 
Author — Dr. Bobby Bean 


Saints, it is finally coming! We will have a history book 
that tells the story of the Church of God in Christ from 
the 19th Century to the 21st Century. Dr. Bobby Bean 
has done a superb job in chronicling the history of our 
beloved church from 1895(when Bishop C.H. Mason met 
Bishop C.P. Jones) to the year 2000, the beginning of a 
new millennium. Dr. Bean teaches Church of God in 
Christ History and Polity at the Charles Harrison Mason 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia. 


The title of this forthcoming written documentary is 

This Is The Church Of God In Christ. It is a compre- 
hensive history of the Pentecostal movement in America 
and the contributions that the Church of God in Christ 
has made in spreading the Pentecostal message. Bean has 
gathered data from articles, books, dissertations and inter- 
views written and/or given by Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr., 
Bishop Chandler D. Owens, Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Bishop Phillip A. Brooks, Bishop Ithiel Clemmons, Bishop 
German Ross, Bishop Charles H. Pleas, Mother Elsie 
Mason, Mary E. Mason, Lelia Mason Byas, Mother Lillian 
Brooks Coffey, Bishop J. Delano Ellis, Elder A.Z. Hall, 
Mother Frances Kelly, Mother Dorothy Webster Exume, 
Dr. Leonard Lovett, Dr. Oliver Haney, Dr. James S. 
Tinney, Dr. H. Vinson Synan, Dr. Bennie Goodwin and 
Rev. Frank Bartleman. Data from all of these persons and 
sources such as The Whole Truth and Holy Convocation 
Souvenir Journals are gathered in one volume. 


This inclusive history of the Church of God in Christ as it 
was birthed in the Holiness Movement of the 19th 
Century, highlights the Azusa Street revival in Los Angeles. 
It chronicles the challenges that the black and white saints 
faced in the early 20th century due to Jim Crow laws that 
led to the formation of the Assemblies of God. It depicts 
the formative years of the Church of God in Christ and 
gives the history and development of the major auxiliaries 
of the church. In addition, biographies are given on many 
of the leaders in the Church including, Bishop Mason; the 
second Senior Bishop; all of the presiding bishops; and all 
of the international supervisors. Others who are spotlight- 
ed in biographical form are Bishops Mack E. Jonas, R. F 
Williams, U.E. Miller and C.P. Jones. 


Included are excerpts and data on the following: 


TWT 31 


“A listing of the charter 
members of St. Paul 
COGIC in Lexington, MS; 

A message by Bishop 
Mason entitled, “The 
Kaiser Response’ ; 

A listing of the first 
licensed evangelists in 
MILE 

A listing of the first five 
bishops consecrated in 
Igeioy 


“The cost and description | 


of materials to build Mason ‘Temple; 

“The order of worship for the dedication ceremony of 
Mason ‘Temple; 

“A listing of the Executive Committee started in 1951; 
“The 1967 Settlement Agreement of the General 
Assembly; 

“The results of the 1968 Constitutional Convention ; 
“The results of the First General Election of the church in 
1968; 

“A listing of each General Board Member since 1968; and, 
IN listing of each city that hosted the International 
Womens Convention. 


It is impossible for one book to contain all the history of 
such a great church. Neither is it possible for any one author 
to capture every piece of history that makes our tradition so 
memorable. However, Dr. Bean has done an outstanding 
job in gathering into one source a fragmented history that is 
presently in different documents. 


Many of the books listed in the bibliography should be in 
everyones library. However, others are out of print or do not 
cover the breadth of information provided in this volume. 
Although the book written by Bishop Ithiel Clemmons enti- 
tled, Bishop C.H. Mason and the Roots of the Church of 
God in Christ, is a must read for every member, its target 
audience are persons outside of the Church of God in 
Christ. I predict that this book will be used in every juris- 
diction and local church for teaching COGIC history. It 
should be in the library of every preacher and member of 
the Church of God in Christ. 


Submitted by: Elder Quintin Robertson 
Director of Recruitment and Admission 
Interdenominational Theological Center 


Atlanta, GA 30314 


by Denise Crosby 


Call it a medical curiosity or a mira- 
cle from above. 


Whatever happened at Mount Olive 
Church of God in Christ was an 
interesting occurrence, the likes of 
which Bishop William Bonner had 
never experienced in his 55 years as 
an ordained minister. 


Nor was Sunday morning typical for 
Willie Dixon, who, according to 
Bonner and other witnesses, suddenly 
lost consciousness - and his pulse - 
during the middle of a church serv- 
ice, but was “brought back to life” by 
the power of a praying congregation. 


Dixon, a 55 year old minister from 
Maywood who was visiting the 
Aurora church, doesn't remember 
what some folks are calling his “near” 
death experience. One minute, he 
was Clapping and singing and raising 
his voice in “high praise’ from a 
position at the pulpit. The next 
thing he knew, he was looking up 
from a position on the floor as 
church goers hovered over him. 


Dixon did not know until he was 
told later that, for about six to eight 
minutes, he was out cold while a reg- 
istered nurse and another woman 
performed emergency measures on 
him. Both checked for a pulse 
repeatedly, but, according to those on 
the scene, neither woman could find 
one anywhere on Dixon’s body. 


Dixon also was not aware that, while 
waiting for the paramedics to arrive, 
the entire congregation, led by 
Bishop Bonner, began to pray for 
God to “rebuke death in the name of 
Jesus” as the unconscious man lay in 
front of them. 
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Miracle at Mt. Olive 


Witnesses said Dixon finally began 
showing signs of recovery when, first, 
his hand moved, then his feet. 
Finally, he opened his eyes and tried 
to talk, but his mouth was twisted, 
and his words garbled. 


It was while he was hospitalized for 
almost three days at Provena Mercy 
Center - that he told members of the 
church what he recalled in those min- 
utes of blackness. 


“Tt was a miracle. ” 


Dixon said he seemed to be floating 
above a pleasant highway that came 
to a I and, at the crossroad, there 
was a brown and white house, where, 
from a top window, a woman dressed 
in white beckoned to him and 
“prayed to the innermost part of my 
spirit.” 


“It was very peaceful....”says Dixon, 
“and I knew it was not my time to 


” 


go. 


Because of patient confidentiality, 
officials at Provena Mercy are offering 
no comments on the case, but 
according to Dixon, a battery of tests 
doctors ran on him at the hospital 
revealed no explanation for what hap- 
pened. Neither did Dixon seem to 
suffer any ill effects, except for a 
slightly burned esophagus from the 
stomach acid he regurgitated imme- 
diately after the experience. 


Of course, that doesn't mean that 
theres no logical medical explanation 
for what happened to Dixon. 


‘To those of faith-or even those in 
need of it- the answer is already evi- 
dent. 


In all his years of ministering God's 

word, Bonner, a man so revered in 

this community, a street was named 

for him, says he's seen some pretty 

amazing things occur in the name of 

the Lord, “But never anything like 

thse, | : 


Why now? And why Willie Dixon? 
“God has greater works for him to 
do,” he says of his friend and fellow 
pastor. 


Bonner is also convinced Dixon's 
experience was meant as a sign to 
those who need a lesson in faith. 


“God is,” says Bishop Bonner, 
“showing people what He can do!” 
Likewise, Sister Helen Schill, director 
of pastoral care at Provena Mercy, 
does not doubt God’s powers. And 
that includes His ability to surprise 
us, especially “when we think we 
have answers for everything.” 


Because technology has advanced and 
changed society at such a dizzying 
pace, it becomes easy to assume a sci- 
entific explanation should -and could 
be attached to all of life's abnormal 
occurrences. But human beings are 
unique in creation because “we have a 
body, mind and spirit...and the triad 
cannot be separated, says Sister Schill. 


Even the medical community, she 
says, is beginning to realize the three 
must be kept in balance and treated 
as a whole in order for healing to 
occur. 


So, what does this all say about Willie 
Dixon's experience? As far as Bonner 
is concerned, ‘It was a miracle.” 
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COGIC- 103 Years of Ministry 


ACROSS DOWN 


Secretary-Treasurer H & F M . An Elder in First General Assembly 
. Area Leader . Articulate Orator 
. Nathaniel's Uncle (abbr.) . Newsletter 
: Smith . Foreign Overseer 
. Holiness Church . C.H.M.'s Son-In-Law (abbr.) 


ae raise 
. Only Daughter 
. Prayer Warrior 
. "Do The Book" (abbr.) 
. A Sacrament (abbr.) 
. White Pioneer Evangelist 
. " The Little Singing Evangelist" 
. The Omega 
. Form of Praise 
. Women's Auxiliary 
. A Necessity 
_A Is Born 
.. Renewal 
. Established in 1897 
. Co-Revivalist 
: Sisters 
. The Whole 
: or Hell 
. AIM Chairman (abbr.) 
. No. 4 - Female Leader 
. Prior Farm Resident 
. No. 4 - Male Leader 
. Redeemed 
. The Egg (an analogy) 
. Executive Board Chairman 
. Our Jerusalem 
. Goose Creek 
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And Worship 


. I Thes, 2:14 

. Alice's Maiden Name 

. Revival 

. Youth group 

. Headquarters Building 

. Elder Mason's #1 Convert 

. Requirement of a Saint 

. Roots 

. The Volunteer State (abbr.) 
. C.H. M..'s Mom 

. S.S. Father 

. OBror C. 
. Female Meeting (abbr.) 

. "Darling of the Brotherhood" 

. Transgression 

. New Wave Preacher 

. Tabernacle 

. Academy Matron 

. First Meeting House 

. Outreach Group 

. What We Believe 

. Temple Commissioner (abbr.) 
. "Salvation Is Free" composer 
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Elder and Mrs. Michael and Eucretia . 
Dr. Larry G. Britton, the editor-in-chief of | Johnson are nationally recognized evan- “ 
The : ee ee eere Ca gelists and workshop instructors who f : 
The Whole At uth Magazine, isa former fo] S Pp Glenda Goodson of Dallas is an evan- 


have ministered throughout the United 
States in jurisdictional conventions and 
local churches. She and Michael have 


schoolteacher and administrator who has 
pastored since 1978. He has been mar- 
ried to the magazine’s production coor- 
dinator, Loretta Miles-Britton, for 26 been married since 1984 and have three 
years. They are the parents of three. children. They can be contacted at 
Email:LGB44TRU@aol.com Email: MEJSR5@aol.com 

Fax: (615) 646-4960 


gelist missionary, wife and mother 
with an MBA degree. Glenda is the 
writer for “The COGIC Woman” and 
an associate editor. She has authored 
several publications and books. 


Kimberly Wesley, (not pictured) former Vanderbilt University student, is a freelance writer with a master’s degree in Psychology. She is the writer of COGIC’s Home 


and Foreign Mission Topics and is a dedicated Sunday School teacher. She is a special feature writer and associate editor for the Whole Truth Magazine. 


The Mission Statement 
It is the mission of The Whole Truth Magazine to provide the general constituency of the Church Of God In Christ with a 
quality publication which will edify, educate and empower. This will be accomplished through special features which include 
coverage of religious and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; profiles of COGIC members; and literary con 
contributions by COGIC members. 


The Whole Truth Magazine shall endeavor to affect greater unity within this denominational body of Christ by communicat 
ing the program and message of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth and 
resource of journalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


Any pictures submitted to The Whole Truth Magazine will become the property of the Church Of God In Christ Publishing 
House. Remember the pictures that you submit may be used in a national publication; so insure that your pictures are of 
the highest quality. Pictures that are photocopies, newspaper clippings, or otherwise copied from a source other than the 
original negative will not produce quality images and therefore may not be used. Also pictures will not be returned once 
submitted. Thank you for complying. 

Sincerely, 


The Management 
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